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Members of the Society, the Croston Family and the Community of North River Mills 
met on Saturday, October 13th at 1pm for a Memorial Ceranony dedicating a bronze plague 
in honor of Revolutionary War soldier Gustavus Croston. The bronze plaque, sponsored 
by the Croston family and the Historical Society, depicts the history of his life and
experiences as a soldier at Valley ___ ____________ ——----
Forge, Pa. during the Revolutionary CrOStOIl Memorial Service

War. The plaque is located at the 
small fieldstone cemetery on Mr. 
Stephen Sziarto's farm 1 mile 
east of North River Mills on 
Cold Stream Rd. Over thirty 
people attended the ceremony.

Please stop by to see the 
plaque when you are in the North 
River Mills area. Contact 
Linda Moreland at 496-9341 for 
directions to the site.
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An especially important field trip is scheduled for Saturday, October 28th at 
10am at the Slanesville cemetery located behind the Slanesville School. You may park 
in the parking lot. The Society was asked by members of the Community to research and 
investigate the possibility of restoring the cemetery or just Thomas Slane's stone.
Years ago the Community raised money to install a chain link fence around the cemetery.

The Cemetery needs brush and general fall clean up which the Society will tackle 
on Saturday. The group will report their findings on restoration to the Society.
Please come to help this Gommunity save an important landmark. If enough interest is 
shown, a joint effort could lead to preservation of early Hampshire County history.

The Community of Slanesville, W.Va. was named after Thomas Slane. He was born in 
1769 probably in Ireland and died on August 14, 1858. He was the son of Daniel and 
Anne Slane. On August 7,1792, he married Margaret Neilson (Irish for Nelson). He 
inherited a portion of his father's estate in 1795, believed to have been 102 acres 
divided from the original Fairfax land. Thanas was the father of 1 son and 4 daughters. 
His grave is located in the Slane cemetery which also includes the graves of the 
Dandridges who were slaves belonging to the Slanes. The Slane surname has died out in 
Hampshire County due mostly to the westward immigration of all but a few of the family
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members. Many Hampshire County residents are descendants of the Slanes through the 
female lines. Related families are—Milleson, Largent, Wolford, Kidwell, Hiett,Chieshire, 
Poston, and Shanholtzer. A listing of the Slane cemetery will be taken for the
Society's cemetery book.

Another important date to mark on your calendar is a field trip to Capon Chapel to 
dedicate a wooden sponsored by the Society to recognize this Church's early history. 
Members of the Society are urged to attend to discuss history with Church members and 
to tour the Church. The following is a history of the Church provided by Mrs. Brenda 
Hiett. A portion of the history was inscribed on the sign by Society member Linda 
Moreland. The background was painted by Society member Ruth Crowe. The hat insignia 
was painted by Mary Rose Hicks. The Society sends a heartfelt thank you to these members 
for donating their time and expertise.

Capon Chapel
Early settlers gathered at this spot under a large oak tree for religious

occassions and family burials. Beneath the boards covering Capon Chapel is the original 
log structure built in the 1750s. It is one of the oldest churches in W.Va. still standing 

and in use.
Records show that it was first a Baptist Church. Dr. John Monroe (buried just 

outside the Church door in cemetery) was one of the first ministers.
Early burials at the Chapel are located in what is now the lawn and parking area.

There were no tombstones, just fieldstone markers that were lost over the years. The 
cemetery also contains the graves of slaves and Civil War Soldiers.

Today, the Church and cemetery are still in use as a United Methodist Church.

A special thank you to Society members Mr & Mrs Ray Brill and Joanne Baker for 
leading a tour of historical sites and cemeteries in the Capon Springs and High View 
areas on September 8th. Their knowledge was invaluable and enjoyable for a field trip 
day in Hampshire County. If you know your particular area of Hampshire County (sites, 
cemeteries, etc.), please contact Nancy Mayhew 822-4326 for scheduling a field trip 
in future newsletters.

The Society is collecting listings of cemeteries and historical data and slides 
for education of the County school children.

MEMBERSHIP
During the last quarter, the Society gained 2 Patrons: Mary Ann McMain , & Glenn Archer.

Dues are: Individual- $5, Couple- $9, Lifetime Individual- $50, Lifetime Couple-$75, 
Patron-$25 or more tax deductable contribution. We urge everyone to pay their dues by 
December 31,1990 and thank you for supporting the Society Through your dues and 
contributions we are able to keep this organization operating and to make a legitimate



, Hay*-- J
effort at preserving the County's history and heritage. Please submit your dues to 
Treasurer Ruth Crowe SRI Box 34F Augusta, W.Va. 26704.

CALENDAR
Special Note of Upcoming Events for Historical Society Members 

October 27 Saturday at 10am Members of the Society and interested citizens will meet 
at the Slanesville School located on Rt 29 North 7 miles from Rt 50 to 

clean cemetery and make restoration report . Please wear appropriate clothing and bring
tools to clear brush.
Nov. 1 Thursday at 7pm

Nov 17

Nov 30

December 6

December 13

Board of Directors meeting at Denzil Davis Restaurant
in Augusta. ^
Saturday at the Society will meet at Capon Chapel located miles
from Capon Bridge on Christian Church Rd for dedication of a wooden 
sign depicting the history of Capon Chapel. The sign is sponsored by 
the Society in recognition of the Church's early birth and history 

in Hampshire County.
Friday at 6pm the Society's Annual olde-tyme decoration of the County 
Courthouse for Christmas. Garlands of natural greenery will be strung 
on the balcony and double stiarcases inside. Anyone wishing to help 
may join us at 6pm.

Thursday at 7pm Board of Directors Meeting at D & S Restaurant 
in Augusta.
Thursday 7pm General Meeting and Election of Members to Board of 
Directors. The Christmas Party will be held afterwards and 
everyone is asked to bring a dessert or refreshment. Meeting is 
at the Augusta Bank.


