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GENEALOGY CORNER

The address of David A. Watson urns 
accidently omitted by the last newsletter.

We are reprinting his inquiry to correct this.
Any information sent to Mr. Watson 

has been forwarded to him.

David A. Watson, 295 Redemption Rock 
Trail, Princeton, M A 01541, great-great- 
grandson of the late James Sheetz of 
Romney, WV, wants information on 
the Sheetz family. He would also wel
come any information available on 
James Sheetz's Civil War service.
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Gelt*
The bell at our school rang for 

class to start, at recess time, in 
morning and afternoon, at lunch 
time and at the end of the school day. 
That ole bell could be heard at our 
home three miles away.

The Church Bell rang each Sun
day, one hour before service for one 
full minute, and could also be heard 
at our home three miles away.

~By Frank Ginevan

ACQUISITIONS
A 1972 issue Life magazine has been 

given to HCHS by Mrs. Doris Wheeler of 
Gore, VA. The magazine is in excellent 
condition. Many thanks to Doris for this 
gift.

CAPON SPRINGS WALKING TOUR
Hampshire County Historical Society members were invited to participate in a 

walking tour of Capon Springs Hotel and grounds on a Saturday in October, by member 
Bonni McKeown. On a clear, sunny afternoon the resort and the fall foliage were 
spectacular. The resort is located on CR16/3 four miles east of S.R. 259 in the southeastern 
corner of Hampshire County.

The springs are hidden in a deep narrow glen on the west side of Great North 
Mountain. Producing some 6,000 gallons per hour at a temperature of 64 degrees, the 
spring water contains alkaline lithea, soda, magnesia, bromine, iodine and carbonic acid. 
These substances are alkaloid carbonates making the springs similar in medicinal 
qualities to those at Vichy, France, and Carlsbad, Germany.

The springs were discovered first by pioneer settler, Henry Frye, in 1765. After killing 
a bear on the mountain, he became thirsty and began looking for water. This led to the 
discovery of the springs. The temperature and taste of the water made him aware of the 
medicinal value. When his wife became ill the following summer, he brought her to the 
springs and a cure was effected. For many years the area was known as Frye's Springs.

In October, 1787, twenty acres of land around and including the springs were laid out 
into lots and streets. The town built a small boarding house and eighteen cottages and set 
about becoming a resort.

The earliest known proprietor was Major William Herin in the 1840's. His holdings 
passed to his stepson Julius C. Waddle. By 1849 the resort was flourishing and a company 
formed to build a large hotel called the Mountain House. It was one of the largest 
structures in the south. Four stories high, 262 feet by 190 feet with a large portico 175 feet 
long by 18 feet wide, the dining room could seat 600 people. Huge doric columns 35 feet 
high set off the portico.

The Mountain House was dedicated in June 1851 by Daniel Webster, the great speech- 
maker who served as Secretary of State under President Millard Fillmore. In late summer 
1859, Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Lee were visiting the springs in an effort to regain Mrs. Lee's 
health. Shortly after this occasion Robert E. Lee was called to Harper's Ferry to stop John 
Brown's raid on the arsenol.

Facing the hotel was the bath house 280 feet long containing forty bathrooms, hot and 
cold plunges and shower baths. In 1875 prices ran at 35 cents for a hot bath and 20 cents 
for a cold bath. The pool was ninety feet by forty-eight feet, the largest in Virginia.

The Ricard firm owned the Mountain House until 1875, leasing it out to various 
proprietors. The resort closed down at the start of the Civil War. Later, when western 
Virginia became a state, the springs property became part of the debt Virginia owned to 
the new state. After the strife ended, Confederate Captain William Sale bought the 
property and became sole owner. He built the Annex (today's main hotel), a bowling 
alley (now the WV cottage), and swimming pool. He also built or renovated the Poe, 
Fairfax, and Hampshire cottages and landscaped the grounds.

In the late 19th century a swim in the pool was said to be invigorating. A Capon 
brochure of the 1890's boasted a "plunge in the pool has all the stimulating, exhilarating 
effect of champagne without the evil effects of that fascinating beverage." The pool is 
cleaned and refilled two or three times each week with the constant flow of spring water. 
It is still the very same pool built by Captain Sale for the 1879 season.

Charles F. Nelson became the proprietor of the business on the death of his father-in- 
law Capt. Sale. In 1905 he bought the springs and bath house at public auction. A run of 
bad luck followed. A flash flood destroyed the springs pavilion and chapel located over 
the Capon Run. The Mountain House burned to the ground. Nelson began selling the 
land, and in 1917 he sold the 320 acre parcel to Will Atkinson of New York.

(See CAPON SPRINGS on Page 2)



CAPON SPRINGS
(Continued from Page V

Atkinson and his family continued to rent 
out the remaining buildings and set up a water 
bottling operation. The water was distributed 
in Philadelphia in 1923. Atkinson fell into debt, 
and the property was sold at auction at the 
courthouse in Romney. Lou Austin bought the 
entire 320 acres.

Under the ownership of the Austins, the 
resort began to take a new direction. Electricity 
and plumbing were installed, old buildings 
were renovated, a golf course was laid out, and 
farms and livestock were purchased.

Capon Springs flourished under the Austins' 
efforts, and today is operated by the third 
generation Austins as they continue the tradi
tions and customs that have evolved through 
the years.

Capon Springs was placed on the National 
Historic Register in 1993 and dedicated May 7, 
1994. As we walked the grounds and viewed 
the structures with Bonni pointing out the 
architectural features and highlights of the 
cottages, Capon Springs enchanted us with its 
charm and beauty enhanced by its atmosphere, 
traditions, and age. Thank you, Bonni, for a 
memorable afternoon.

- PRESIDENT'S CORNER -
With the fourth quarter newsletter, the final days of 1994 are arriving. 

Each season brings its own activities. Looking back I can sec the year in 
review. We have purchased a log house (our future home and museum), 
visited and cataloged the Millcr-Raccy cemetery in the Back Creek area, 
installed a sign at the Stone Fountain on Cooper Mountain, and a shadow box 
at the Trenches, attended Heritage Conference at Shenandoah University, 
sponsored Confederate Memorial Day, visited Belle Boyd House in 
Martinsburg (headquarters for Berkeley County Historical Society), attended 
Civil War lectures at Shepherd College, participated in Hampshire County 
Fair, Heritage Days, Yellow Spring Craft Day, Capon Bridge Crafter's Week
end, attended the Battle of Cedar Creek Re-enactment, visited Confederate 
graves in Foxes Hollow, held walking tours of Capon Springs Hotel and the 
historic district of Romney, visited the Handley Library Archives, raised 
approximately $300 on our Hampshire County crock and afghan, and suc
cessfully marketed our 1994 Christmas bulb. As the year ends we have also 
sponsored a Christmas Ornament contest and decorated the courthouse and 
tree in Romney.

I have enjoyed helping to plan and execute these activites. The fellow
ship and support have been wonderful. Many thanks to our loyal members 
for their assistance. Next year will bring a new slate of officers and also new 
ideas and activities. May we continue to work and grow together.

Thank you all,
Srmla,

BOOK REVIEW
Hampshire County Marriages of the 1800's By Vicki Horton

Due to the loss of marriage records during the Civil War, this compilation draws from various primary sources in an attempt to 
compile the marriage records of the pre-Civil War era. These pre-1866 marriage records were abstracted from available newspapers, 
church records, minister records and diaries, and the Virginia State Archives records. The marriage bond book 1824-1828 and the 1866 
to 1900 marriage records were taken from the County Clerk’s Office Marriage Register.

The compilation is an alphabetical listing by both the groom and bride name, their age as available, the date of marriage or license 
and the source. Contains Over 3500 Marriage - Soft Cover $18.00 (P/H included)

Index to Will DeHass' History of the Early Settlement and Indian Wars of Western Virginia By Vicki Horton
This book originally published in 1851, is one of the better early histories of what is now West Virginia, and includes an account of 

the various expeditions in the west previous to 1795, along with biographical sketches, but one lacking features has been an index. This 
is a full every name index divided into two sections. The first section is a personal name index and the second section consists of a place 
and subject index. Contains 20 Pages - Soft Cover $4.00 (P/H included)

The Descendants of Tohn Newton and Nellie Lee Simmons Haines Bv Vicki Horton
A booklet of the Green Springs Valley family of John Newton and Nellie Haines and three generations of this Haines family. Includes 

pictures of their ten children and their spouses, along with background information of the early Haines and Simmons families of 
Hampshire County. Contains 57 Pages - Soft Cover $10.00 (P/H included)

Limited Quantity Available • These three books may be ordered from: Vicki Horton, HC 86, Box 50B, Green Springs, WV 26722

History of Hampshire County By Maxwell-Swisher
Recently HCHS did an inventory of property in storage. Much to our surprise we discovered a small carton conlainig a few copies 

of this book. It is now out of print; these are the only copies available. It is considered one of the best reference books on Hampshire 
County, and we receive frequent requests for this book. The Society would like to offer it to our members on a first come first served 
basis. If you wish to purchase this book, simply send your check in the proper amount to HCHS at the address on the front of your 
newsletter and we will ship it to you.

$45.00 ($450 P/H)

Civil War Letters and Diary of Joshua Winters, a private in the Union Army, Company G, First Western Virginia Vol. Infantry
Edited By Elizabeth Davis Swiger
This book contains letters to and from Joshua Winters to his family and also his personal diary. It gives a vivid picture of his daily life 
in the Union Army. It also contains documentation of the building of the trenches at Mechanicsburg Gap in Hampshire County. This 
book may be purchased by ordering from Elizabeth D. Swiger, Editor; 1599 Hillcrest Road, Fairmont, WV 16554.

$10.00 ($2.00 P/H)



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY SOLDIERS IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
This Is Continued From The Previous Newsletter 

This information comes from West Virginia In The Revolution by Ross B. Johnston.
Please note numbers and letters appearing with many names are references to files of Pension Bureau, War Department, Washington, D.C.

BOND, JOHN (sergeant) - Service: Maryland Va. No. 18800, No. S-39199
Enlistment, April 1782, to April 1783, Baltimore, Maryland. Residence, Calvert County. Served one year as sergeant under Captains 

Hamilton and Bruce, Fourth Maryland Regiment, Major Lansdale, and Colonel Josiah Flail. Applied for pension, Hampshire County, 
Virginia, October 22,1818, aged 56. Certificate issued, November 4,1822.

BORER, CHARLES - Service: Virginia Va. No. 16644, No. S-8082
Enlisted October 1,1777, Hampshire County, Virginia, and served nine months under Captain James Parsons, Colonels Shepherd, 

Gibson, Harrison, and General Hand and General Hamilton. Engaged in the Indian campaigns on the Ohio River. Applied for pension, 
Pendleton County, Virginia, May 8,1833, and certificate was issued September 11,1833. Statement of David Reed included in this 
record.

A note shows that his certificate of discharge, dated December 20,1782, and signed by James Neville, Lieutenant, Hampshire County, 
has been removed from the regular pension office case, and may be found in the safe of the Chief of the O. W. and W. Div.

BRINKER, HENRY - Service: Virginia VA. No. 12558, No. S-5305
Enlisted in Virginia, 1781. Guarded English prisoners taken with General Burgoync. While in Winchester under Captain Frost, was 

an express rider for General Lafayette. Stationed at Fredericksburg several weeks with volunteers under Colonel Thomas. Served two 
months with cavalry under Captain Gill and two months as lieutenant with Colonel Smith.

Applied for pension, September 24, 1832, Springfield, Hampshire County, Virginia. Certificate issued May 9, 1833. Supporting 
affidavits by John J. Jacob and John Brady.

BROWN, JAMES - Service: Virginia Va. No. 12650, No. S-6718
Born 1756, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. Resided in Hampshire County, now Hardy County, when Revolution began, and 

resided in Lewis County, in 1832, where he applied for pension. Certificate issued, May 16,1833, but was later dropped. Enlisted, March, 
1776, and served two years under Ensign Baldwin Parsons, Colonel Gibson, and General McIntosh. Was an Indian spy under Captain 
Tanner and Colonel Lowther. Held three discharges, from Summerel, Parsons, and Stump. Supporting papers from John Brown, a 
brother, and Mark Smith.

BROWN, JOHN (sergeant) - Service: Virginia Va. No. 12189, No. R-1277
Born, August 25,1763, and died February 10,1843. Enlisted, Leeds Town, Westmoreland County, Virginia, 1779-1781, and served 

as private for two years in company of Captain John Mazarott, Captain Christopher Roan, Fifth Virginia Regiment, Continental Line, 
Colonel Thomas Marshall and General Wayne. Was in campaigns about Pertersburg, Hillsboro, Camden, and Yorktown. Applied for 
pension October 18,1818, Hampshire County Virginia; certificate issued May 17,1819.

Married, November 1792, to Ann Murphy. Widow applied for pension, October 5,1843. Widow born about September 10,1765. 
Following are children's names: Elizabeth Brown, born 1800; William and Margaret (twins), 1803; Peggy, 1805; Corbin, 1793; James F., 
1804; Elizabeth Hansbrough, 1799; Tanney McClough Brown, (date uncertain).

Brown was a private in Marshall's artillery, receiving discharge from Colonel P. Kump, and his statement shows that he did the work 
of a sergeant during the same period. He received pension as a sergeant. He resided in Hampshire County in 1819, in Wheeling, Ohio 
County, in March, 1837 and in Pickaway County, Ohio, in August, 1837, and in 1839. Supporting affidavit by William Sandy.

BUFFINGTON, DAVID - Service: Virginia Ohio No. 4008, No. W-4906
Bom, Romney, Hampshire County, 1762. Resided in Hampshire County until 1822, then lived in Fairfield County, Ohio. Died, 

October 6,1836.
Served one year and eleven months under Captain Kirkpatrick, Colonels Febecker, Gaskins, and Baron Von Steuben. Married, 

Hampshire County, March 2,1784. Wife, Margaret, aged eighty-two, in 1845. Soldier applied for pension, Walnut Township, Fairfield 
County, Ohio, November 6,1832. Certificate issued, 1833. Widow applied for pension, January 17,1845. Military warrant, No. 2991, 
issued for 200 acres of land. Supporting affidavits by John Wiseman and John Hall.

Children of David and Margaret Buffington and dates of birth: Mary, May 11,1786; Rebecca, September 6,1788; John, November 18, 
1790; Catherine, April 16,1793; Susannah, August 14,1794; Peter, February 22,1797; Richard, November 21,1802; Mary Ann, June 20, 
1806; William August 11,1808.

CARDER, WILLIAM - Service: Virginia Va. No. 16395, No. S-17872
Born Hampshire County, Virginia, 1760. Enlisted, March, 1780, Hampshire County, and later was in Monongalia County. Served two 

years as a private under Captain Isaac Parsons, Colonels William Lowther and Carpenter. Applied for pension, September 27,1833, 
Lewis County, Virginia, and his certificate was issued, but later suspended, and money returned. His service on the frontier was not 
ruled sufficient to justify pension. Supporting claims were made by John Brown and John Schoolcraft. Manly Carder mentioned, 
possibly his wife or daughter. Richard Bell was also named, relationship not shown. A stepdaughter was named Mrs. John Mitchell.



ROMNEY WALKING TOUR
HCHS members met Saturday, October 22, at 2:00 p.m. for a walking tour of several memorable historic buildings 

and locations in and out of the historic district of Romney. Members Jewell Rannells and Robert Smith served 
as guides and narrators. Being a "local” in Hampshire County doesn't mean you automatically absorb 

background information on county history. The tour was educational and interesting.

Places Visited Included

1 • 176 S. Grafton Street - This early structure served as a church, hospital, and school before becoming a private residence.

2. Old First National Bank - This bank first opened business in the Wirgman building in 1910. It organized on Main Street in 1911 in
the first three story building in Romney. The new bank is located on Rosemary Lane.

3. Bernard Hill House -This architectural structure dates back to the late 1700 s. It wasowned by Franc is Taggart in 1795. Francis Taggart
was responsible for the 1790 census of Hampshire County.

4. Mytinger House - Considered the oldest clerk's office in WV, was built by Andrew Woodrow and was used by George Washington
in October, 1770. This structure is located on Gravel Lane. Formerly an Indian Trail, Gravel Lane was originally the first main 
street. A nearby lot held an old log house where George Washington spent the night. Exact information on the location has 
been lost in the past. Just across the street on the Fire Hall lot, tombstones once stood. Later the cemtery was moved to Indian 
Mound.

5. First Baptist Church - This was one of the oldest churches in town for many years. Owned by Methodist Episcopalians until it
dissolved in 1919. In 1920 the Baptists purchased the church and parsonage. The present day church was built on part of the 
lot next to the old church.

6. Davis History House - One of the oldest homes in Romney, it played a very important part in the history of Hampshire Couny. An
original Fairfax Lot #26 was deeded in 1795 and later sold to William Davis and donated by the Davis Family and restored 
by Ralph W. Haines. It is open to the public.

7. Romney Presbyterian Church - This church was organized about 1782. The pastorate was then known as Mount Bethel. The present
church was built in 1860 and used as a hospital and stable during the Civil War.

8. Romney Christian Church - Built in 1909 on Rosemary Lane with a membership of one hundred. The structure stands on the same
ground as the previous one.

9. Old Theatre on Main Street - More recently this structure housed the Ben Franklin Store. A new business has recently opened its doors
in this building.

10. Literary Hall - The Literary Hall came about at a time that the State of West Virginia was considering the establishment of a school
for the deaf and the blind, and the reorganized Literary Society resolved to secure the Classical Institute for Romney. 
Accordingly they sent representatives to Wheeling, then the capital, to offer the Institute to the Board of Regents, on the 
condition that the proposed school be located in Romney. The offer was accepted. Work was then begun on the now present 
Literary Hall. For many years much of the intellectual lifeof thecommunity centered around the Literary Hall. The last meeting 
in the Hall of any record was in 1886. It is presently owned by Ralph Haines and used as an office and private museum.

11. Courthouse - The old courthouse was erected in 1833. Today's structure was erected in 1922. A fter the Confederate monument was
constructed, it symbolized a new beginning. At the war's end Ham pshire County chose to become part of the new state of West 
Virginia. Hampshire is the oldest county in West Virginia.

12. Wirgman Building -This lot has played host to many organizations. The first cemetery was located at this site. Later the Brady House
and the Wirgman building soon after 1800 were located here. The Wirgman building was built byWilliam Vance, in 1825, to 
house the newly established branch of the Bank of the Valley of Virginia. During the Civil War it was frequently used as a 
military prison. In the spring of 1862 Lieutenant John Blue, spy of Stonewall Jackson’s command, was captured and 
imprisoned in the building. While waiting for his removal to Wheeling for trial, Lieutenant Blue effected a clever escape.

13. Bank of Romney - After the war, Romney was without a bank. Its first organization occurred on August 4,1888, and in 1908 built
the Cookman building. Later another bank was built at its present location on Main Street.

14. The Keith Shaffer Home - This was the home of John Jacob Cornwell, who served as Governor of WV from 1917 to 1921. He was
one of Hampshire County's most prominent citizens.

15. The Rovce Saville Home - This structure housed Stonewall Jackson's Headquarters when the Confederate Army took possession
of Romney in 1862.

(See ROMNEY WALKING TOUR on Page 5)



ROMNEY WALKING TOUR
(Continued from Page 4)

^ Virgini3 School for the Deaf and the Blind - Established in 1870 by the state legislature in Wheeling, then the state capital. An 
f, Wi jS/^fSS • ^°F l^C estahhshmcnt a school for the deaf and blind. The school for the blind was built around
the old Classical Institute. The school for the deaf was centered around the Potomac Academy.

17. Episcopal Church - This was erected in 1885 and dedicated by Bishop Pcterkin in November, 1888. The Parish was created by the 
same act which brought Hampshire County into being in 1753.

Church - This was organized in 1866. Its membership at that time was about sixty. The first twenty years brought growth, 
e present building was dedicated on August 15,1886, with 1925 members. Removals by death and economic reasons cut 

the membership to forty-eight.

jHdian Mound Cemetery - We didn t visit on this particular day, but it was included on the tour. It is located on the west end of 
Romney, and contains an Indian Mound, which is one of the largest in existence east of the Alleghenies. Nearby is the first 
monument ever erected in the memory of the Confederate soldiers.

20- Washington Place - This is the first house built by freed blacks following the Proclamation of Emancipation in 1863. It was built by 
William Washington and his wife Annie, 1863-1874. The land was given by Susan Parsons, as a gift for faithful service to Annie, 
her husband, and eight children, Isaac, Davis, John, Rebecca, Annie, Susan, Charles and George. The structure is log. William 
Washington acquired other land and became the first black land developer in West Virginia, with the subdivision known as 
"Black's Hill."

This is not a complete listing of Romney's old structures.
We were unable to visit more in one afternoon.

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

TAN. 11,1995, Wed. 7:00 p.m.
HCHS will hold a meeting in theBank 
of Romney social room (former Big T 
building), Romney, main branch to 
install new members.

YELLOW SPRING 
CRAFT DAY 

RAFFLE WINNERS

Winner of the 
Hampshire County Crock 

was Linda See beck 
of Loudoun County, VA

Winner of the 
Victorian Garden Afghan 

was Dorothy Cockrell 
of Berryville, VA

Winner of the 
Pineapple Doilies 
was Tina Brison 
of Milton, WV

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP

I I $10.00 Individual

I I $18.00 Couple

I | $35.00 Organizations

Members Receive 
Quarterly Newsletter, 
Field Trips and Tours

Name.

Street____________________

City ____________ ________

■State __________ ____  Zip.

WINNER OF THE 
ORNAMENT CONTEST

First place winner of the ornament contest 
wasabeaded, lace angel entered by JoAnne 
Baker of 1412 Salem Ave., Hagerstown, 
MD. First place winner receives a $50.00 
check.

Second place winner, Mrs. Eva Richmond 
of P.O. Box 471, Augusta, WV, receives a 
$25.00 check for a lovely hand-quilted 
ball.

Third place winner, Mr. Gordon Beaman, 
will receive a limited edition 1994 Christ
mas ball. Mr. Beaman's entry was a hand- 
painted wooden Mrs. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus.

All ornaments become the property of 
the society and are displayed on the 

Christmas tree inside the courthouse.



&hrislmas ^ree
By Frank Ginevan

When I was a boy there was no electricity to light up the Christmas Trec. My 
mother always wanted a cedar tree for its fragrance. I have cut a few for her.

The tree was decorated with different sizes of glass bulbs and tinsel...that's 
all. Mother would send me up to Kurkendall Ridge at a special spot to gather 
ferns for decoration. Sometimesshe would have me gather the fine branches 
of the hemlock tree. Some of our neighbors that had no glass bulbs simply 
used whatever they could gather to decorate with...Indian com, gourds, 
and evergreens were used.

I can still visualize the Christmas tree at night time. The kerosene lamp'sdim 
light is shining across the room upon the tree. In the window, three lighted 
candles are standing. The candlelight is reflected dimly from the bulbs and 
tinsel with that special glow produced by that kind of lighting.

|9ampal]tre (Etnmig 
historical J^ocietg
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, West Virginia 26704
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