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FALL RAFFLE 
OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Historical Society will hold a Fall Raffle. 
The prizes will be:

1) A Maxwell Swisher Book,
"History of Hampshire County"

2) A Mort Kuntzer Limited Edition
Civil War Plate, "Stonewall at Antietam"

3) A One Quart West Virginia Crock
Tickets will be $1.00 Each or 6 for $5.00 

Drawing will be held November 25,1995 
at the Capon Bridge Craft Show. 

Winners Need Not Be Present to Win

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 
CONTEST

HCHS will hold their annual Christmas Ornament 
Contest. The ornaments will be kept by the Society to 
trim future trees. The contest is open to the public. If 
you know of someone who does crafts and would like 
to share with the public, please encourage them to 
enter this contest. If we don't have a better response to 
the contest this year, we will not have anymore. So 
keep your eyes open for someone who has unusual 
tree decorations and urge them to enter. You never 
know, they might win!

KIRBY LANDMARK WILL 
GRACE 1995 CHRISTMAS BALL

The 1995 Christmas Ball selection by the Hampshire Conn 
ly Historical Society is Cox's Store in Kirby. This year's 
ball is pale blue glass with dark blue letttering. It is signed, 
and the cost is $8.00. The following article was printed in 
the August 23rd Hampshire Review and was written by 
HCHS Vice-President Bob Smith.

The history of this 133-year old structure also re
veals the history of the community of Kirby itself. At I 
the time of the Civil War, this store originally sat in a 
grove of trees in the field presumably west of its 
present location. In April of 1862 most buildings in 
the area were burned by the Federal troops during a ! 
skirmish a t Peter Poland's property near Grassy Lick. 
The store, being hidden in a grove of trees, was 

| spared.
The structure was moved to its present site in 1864 1 

j by two Godlove brothers, who operated it for an 
i unknown period of time. They sold the store to a 
| Ludwig, who ran it for a few years. Marcellus Bucklew, 

a huckster in the Augusta area, became the next 
proprietor. Marcellus was also a minister in the 
Tearcoat Congregation of the Brethren Church.

In 1919 Marcellus Bucklew sold the store to R.F. 
Davis, who had been a clerk in the store for several 
years and operated the post office during the year 
1909. Davis and his wife, Bertie, owned the store until 
1940, when they sold it to Lincoln and Nellie Cox, the 
present owners. The Coxes built an addition onto the 
store in the early 1950's. This addition housed a 
combination theater/community room where mov
ies were shown weekly and where other activities 
were held. This community room was the "home" of 
the meeting of Kirby Post 134 American Legion and 
Auxiliary until they acquired the old Kirby school- 
house for their "home".

(See Kirby Landmark on page 2)



THE APRON FLAG

Following the Battle of Gettysburg, the battered and bleeding troops of Co. D were slowly moving 
southward. As the demoralized army moved south there was no cheering throngs to greet them. Neither a 
helping hand, or a cup of water for the dying was offered. They were surrounded by passionate hatred.

As they limped along the streets of Hagerstown, MD, near the southern edge, they came to a stone mill by 
the edge of the road. There they were stopped by a.sight that caused tears, which eroded the grime from many 
faces. A small young girl stood in the door at A. H. Hager's mill waving to the troops. A sad smile parted her 
lips, as she stood unafraid before the passing troop. Her eyes were filled with tears. About her waist she wore 
a small apron resembling the Confederate flag.

From the ranks of Co. D came a chorus of cheers. The troops rushed forward toward the small girl. She 
removed her tiny apron and choose to bestow it upon Pvt. Watkins, a 19 year old soldier. With eyes lowered, 

I she handed Watkins her apron. With courtly manners, Watkins accepted the apron and put it on a long stick.
He proclaimed to all that the makeshift banner would be the battle flag of Co. D. Take my pledge", he said, 

"I shall defend it with my life." Then bowed to the serious faced girl. Co. D with rekindled pride moved out of 
Hagerstown, following the flag that led the way home.

The little girl stood waving farewell as the troops marched into the distant rolling hills.
Suddenly bullets ripped into the ranks of Co. D. Surprised and shocked, the troops dove for security in a road 

side ditch. A Yankee force hidden in the trees on the opposite side of the road contined to fire a murderous 
barrage at the Confederates. Bullets were ripping into the thin flesh and the ground around them. Abruptly, 
a figure sprung from the ditch. It was young Watkins. Atop the pole the stars and bars of the Confederarcy 
waved as bullets tore through the little girls apron. Co. D rallied around their flag. "No more Gettysburg," 
Watkins shouted as he charged toward certain death. Bullets tore through his body, he repeatedly fell and arose 
keeping the flag aloft, charging toward the enemy. Co. D suddenly arose from the ditch and with bayonets 
fixed, charged forward. Excruciating pain fogged Watkins mind, but he held the flag high. As his comrades 

I turned him over, he whispered, "Take my pledge, the flag is not dishonored, I have kept it with my lift." Watkins 
had given his life gallantly, but much too young. The men of Co. D carried his body to the shade of a tree and 
buried him there in an unmarked grave in the field of his honor. His grave is believed to be covered by building 

' and pavement of the expanded city.
The apron was preserved as one of the most cherished mementos of the war. For many years it was proudly 

1 displayed at Co. D reunions. A replica of the flag is housed in the Davis History House, Romney, WV.
Co. D, 11th Calvalry was formed in Hampshire County by Major E. H. McDonald, consisting of men from 

the same county. Davis History House is the birthplace of Major McDonald.
Amos Robertson of Hampshire county, a Second Sergeant of Co. D kept a personal diary of his experiences 

in the war.
It is believed Watkins enlisted in Winchester as the Confederate troops marched through Winchester to 

Gettysburg.

KIRBY LANDMARK
(Continued from page 1)

The Kirby Post Office was located in the store. Mr. 
Davis served as the first postmaster until August 10, 
1940, when Lincoln Cox was appointed postmaster. 
Nellie Cox was the temporary postmaster from 1943 
to 1947, while her husband served in World War II. 
She also acted as clerk in the post office from 1940 
until its closure on October 2, 1992. At that time, 
Lincoln Cox retired as postmaster. The Kirby Post 
Office customers still use Kirby, West Virginia, as 
their mailing address, with postal services emanating 
from the Rio Post Office.

Exerpts from "Civil War Footsteps, 
A. H. Hager Mill Provies Setting 

for Soldier's "Death Warrant" 
by Warren E. Duliere, former 

editor and publisher of the 
West Virginia Advocate, 

Capon Bridge, WV



THE APRON FLAG

It was just a little apron
That a tiny maid might wear
When a childhood dimpled on her cheeks
And sunlight kissed her hair.

Just a quaint, old-fashioned trible 
Blent with stripes of white and red 
Wrought tenderly with careful hands 
An earnest, bended head.

It had thrilled a weary legion,
And from heart to heart it swept. 
Striking deep the lanquid pulses, 
Where their truth and valor slept.

And they paused, these men of battles; 
Paused with grave, uncovered head, 
Just to beg a piece, a token,
Of the apron, white and red.

But the dust of years sleep on it.
It is faded, rent and old;
There are battle marks upon its field 
And blood stains in its fold.

Then the blue eyes dropped their fringes 
Of the modest, blushing face;
Then the proud beast swelled with ardor 
As she tore it from its place.

Yet a dainty maiden wore it 
As she watched way up on the hill, 
Standing in the ancient doorwary 
Of the busy, old stone mill.

And she saw the soldiers coming, 
Dispirited and slow;
A sad, retreating army 
In the country of the foe.

Then a shout that waked the woodlands 
Stirred her heart and filled her ear,
Down the line it rolled and echoed 
An re-echoed, cheer on cheer.

And the strong men dashed the teardrops 
That would come, and cheered once more 
For the girl who dared to wear it 
And the apron that she wore.
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Then they fixed it on the flagstaff 
And unfurled it for the strife,
And the noble youth, who bore it 
Pledged his valor with his life.

Onward moved the weary army 
Through the vale and down the hill;
Lost to sight the modest maiden 
Past the village and the mill.

On and on, where raged the battle,
And where hearts needs must be true,
Where the scythe of death was heaping 
High the mounds of grey and blue.

On and on, with stately marching;
On and on, they could not lag 
For in front the youthful hero 
Bravely bore the apron flag.

And above the black smoke trailing 
Like a star, it beckoned on;
Then the little apron fluttered,
And the beacon light was gone.

They lifted him, so softly,
Smoothed the clustered curls apart;
Found the tiny battle apron 
Closely pillowed to his heart.

Then they bent to catch the whisper 
Throught the storm and din of strife;
"Take my pledge; 'tis not dishonored 
I have kept it with my life."

It is just a little apron,
And its simple tale is told.
There are battle marks upon it;
Blood stains are upon its fold.

By Virginia Frazier Boyle



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OCT. 8. Sunday 1:00 p.m.
HCHS will meet at the Levels Methodist Church 
for a Fall Field Trip of the Levels area by Mr. 
Ginevan. This will be a combination field trip 
and meeting. Everyone should try to attend, all 
who took the trip in the spring throughly en
joyed it.

NOV, XL Saturday
Society will have a table at the Yellow Springs 
Craft Show. a.nc.zUe.C?—'

NOV. 12. Sunday 1:30 p.m.
Society will meet at Capon Bridge Senior Citi
zen Center. A guest speaker, Prof. Flanigan will 
give a talk on the Cather House at Gore. Public 
is welcome. Bring a friend.

NOV. 24.-26. Fridav-Sundav 
The Society will have a table at the Annual 
Capon Bridge Christmas Craft Show at the Vol-

I
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unleer Fire Department at Capon Bridge. 
Drawing for the raffle will be held November 
25. You need not be present to win.

PEC. 1. Friday fcM.p.m,
Members will meet at the Courthouse in Rom
ney to decorate the Christmas Tree.

TAN. 12. Sunday 2:QQ.p.m.
Meeting will be held at the Capon Bridge Senior 
Citizen Center. Election of Officers.

MEMBERSHIP
Hampshire County has an abundance of historical 
facts and sites. The Historical Society is trying to 
assemble and record it's history. We welcome new 
members to participate in this important under
taking. Check with friends and neighbors to see if 
they would like to become members of the group.


