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BAREFOOTING
We young boys went bare

foot all summer, started as soon 
as the first whippoorwill was 
heard.

Times were hard in the 1930's 
and we got one pair of shoes 
each year to go to school.

Through fresh hayfield 
stubble cut so rough, feet like 
leather so tough.

Through pasture field run
ning so fast, into a cowpile at 
last.

Through woods with feet so 
bare, stubbed my toe with little 
care.

Through water on slippery 
rock, feet go flying, what a 
shock!

Steppingon nails, thorns and 
briars, just look at those scars.

Through sand, mud and 
grime, I'll wash them when I 
get time.

Barefooting was written by 
Frank Ginevan, a member of 
our society and a life-long resi
dent of Hampshire County. Mr. 
Ginevan was bom January 11, 
1930 and passed away June 18, 
1996.

He was always ready to share 
his rich lore of history with in
terested listeners. His special 
expertise was his hometown of 
Levels. I feel priviledged to have 
visited Levels guided by his 
keen observations, love of na
ture and dry sense of humor. 
His loss is deeply felt - both as 
a fellow member and a true 
friend.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
FEATURED ON 1996 CHRISTMAS BALL

In recognition of the unique 
history of Hampshire County, 
the local historical society has 
selected thecurrent courthouse 
as the featured 1996 structure.
The glass, 3-1/4 inch gold or
nament, with artwork by Janet 
Harlow will be accompanied 
by a "Christmas in Olde 
Hampshire" booklet. The 
booklet will give a brief history 
of the previous selections.

In the Act of 1762 that cre
ated Romney, Lot 66 was estab
lished as "the place where the courthouse stands, in Hampshire County". At 
that time Hampshire was i tself new, for it had only been in existence since May 
1,1754, a mere eight years earlier. History has obscured many facts concerning 
the number of structures that have been on this lot, but 1921 -1922 copies of the 
Hampshire Review, as well as interviews with Attorney Ralph Haines, and 
Development Authority David Pancake, have shed light on the present 
courthouse first used on January 31,1922. At the time Judge Dailey convened 
court in what was referred to as "the new courthouse".

Construction of the present-day courthouse began on June 11,1920butby 
March 16,1921, construction was slowing down. In that issue of the Review 
a brief article stated that the fence that had encircled the "old courthouse" was 
to be sold, and John I Vandegrift was to be paid $1591.30 for his work as 
general contractor. A shortage of funds seems to be the reason for the delay. 
Future editions tell thestory. On March 30,1921, Del. Zimmerman introduced 
a bill in the House that would give Hampshire citizens the right to raisea levy 
for the needed money. The bill passed the Senate and was enacted. On May 
28,1921, a special election was held on the $50,000 bond issue. If passed the 
money would provide for the completion of the courthouse. In these issues 
citizens voiced their opinions on the need for the bond, and questioned 
whether the money should go solely for the courthouse or be partially used 
for repair of the county's roads. As the discussion continued, the election was 
held and the bond issue passed solely in favor of the courthouse. Snider 
Brothers from Keyser were chosen as general contractors on July 6, 1921. 
Following the architectural plans of Holmbee and Pogue, they were to 
complete the structure. Other companies subcontracted included Wm. 
Morehead and Sons from Cumberland who furnished and erected the sheet 
metal for the roof, valleys, and flushings. Also, from Cumberland was Cess-

(See COURTHOUSE Page 3)



CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY'96
The pastoral grounds of Capon Chapel Church and Cem

etery at Capon Bridge,.West Virginia were the scene of much 
activity during the first weekend in June. Co. H 13th Va. Vol. 
Infantry, Winchester Boomerangs and Companies A and K 
13th Va. Vol. Infantry, Hampshire Guards arrived on Friday, 
May 31 to set up a living history encampment. Using Capon 
Chapel as a home base the re-cnactors traveled to cemeteries 
on the eastern end of Hampshire County to honor local 
Confederates. This tradition started in the county immedi
ately after the war and has been observed faithfully until the 
late 1960's. The custom was revived in the 1980's and has 
continued to be celebrated locally.

The Winchester Boomerangs visited cemeteries in the Ycl- 
lowSpringand High View area and also theQuakerCemetery 
just off Dillions Run Road in Parks Hollow. They also visited 
Bethel Church, Trone, Virginia to honor loyal southern sol
diers.

The Hampshire Guards visited Central Church on Cooper 
Mountain, Ebenezcr Church in the Augusta area, Malick 
Cemetery and Salem Church at Slanesville, and also the 
Presbyterian Church in Bloomery Gap. Arriving back to Ca
pon Chapel at 3 p.m., the soldiers were greeted by Pastor 
Paul Mateer and treated to a rousing sermon delivered in 
1800's style. A honor roll ceremony followed in the cemetery 
with a black powder salute to pay tribute to the dead.

During the morning, Troop 336 St. Agnes, scouts from the 
Baltimore, Maryland area arrived and set up camp in the 
cemetery. They were invited to attend as a thank you for their 
hard work during a previous weekend of tombstone scrub
bing.

A covered dish meal followed as the soldiers relaxed and 
visited with friends and local history buffs. As dusk fell the 
Scouts were treated to a demonstration of sniping techniques 
and mock battles by the re-cnactors. With much laughter and 
enjoyment, the days' activities ended. Sunday sunshine re
vealed Co. H traveling to Rio and Green Lane, Delray to honor 
more fallen heroes. The Hampshire Guards held a special 
worship service at Capon Chapel, 10 a.m. before traveling to 
Romney.

In Romney the two companies met to visit the Davis His
tory House and Miss Mary Pugh. One p.m. found the soliders 
at the Hampshire County Courthouse listening to the strains 
of "Dixie" with Madelyn Blue, who recounted the exploits of 
thecounty's local hero Lt. John Blue. Company flags floated on 
the air as the soldiers marched down Main Street to Indian 
Mound Cemetery. There a handmade garland was draped on 
the Confederate Monument and flowers placed on the graves. 
The honor roll was read and a musket salute ended the 
ceremony.

The soldiers departed, leaving with us a deeper awareness 
of our local heritage and a stronger interest in the care and 
maintenance of our cemeteries. Each tombstone is a monu
ment and a record of a life, here in Hampshire County.



HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday. October 20
General meeting of the Society at the Capon Bridge 
Senior Citizen Center or Capon Chapel at 1:30 p.m.

Craft Show at Capon Bridge behind the Fire Depart
ment. Society will have a table. Your help will be 
appreciated.

Friday. December 6
Members will meet at the Court House in Romney to 
decorate the Christmas Tree.

ACQUISTIONS
The Hampshire County Historical Society is the proud 

posessor of a front page of the South Branch Intelligencer 
dated July 24, 1861 and printed at Romney, Virginia. It 
contains an account of the First Battle of Manassas, a 
proclamation by the Governor of Virginia, and a General 
Intelligence article. The page was found during a remod
elling of the Hampshire Review office. Charlie See, pub
lisher of the Hampshire Review donated the page to our 
group. It was too fragile to be handled without treatment. 
It has been treated by Mt. Pleasant Bookbinders and now 
reposes in a frame under glass. With deep appreciation we 
say "THANK YOU" to Charlie.

MEMBERSHIP
Hampshire County has an abundance of historical facts 

and sites. The Historical Society is trying to assemble and 
record it's history. We welcome new members to partici
pate in this important undertaking. Check wilh.friendsand 
neighbors to see if they would like to become members of 
the group.

Hampshire County Historical Society 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP

HISTORICAL UPDATE
Hampshire County will receive 1.25 million 

dollars for historic sites. The funding will come 
through Senate Bill 449. One million will be used 
for the construction of the Civil War Museum at 
Fort Mill Ridge, Mechanicsburg Gap near Rom
ney. The remaining $250,000 will go to the Fort 
Edwards Foundation near Capon Bridge for a 
visitors center or a reconstruction of the French 
and Indian fort. This information was published in 
the Hampshire Review dated July 24, 1996. We 
will continue to follow both these projects with 
great interest.
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CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 
CONTEST

HCHS will hold thcirannualChristmasOrnament 
Contest. Theomaments will be kept by the society 
to trim future trees. The contest is open to the 
public. If you know of someone who does crafts 
and would like to share with the public, please 
encourage them to enter this contest. If we don't 
have a better response to the contest this year, we 
will not have anymore. So keep your eyes open for 
someone who has unusal tree decorations and 
urge them to enter. You never know they might 
win!

Name

Strect_ 

City__

State_ Zip_

□ $10 Individual □ $18 Couple □ $35.00 Organizations
^_ Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips and Tours _^

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

(Continued from Page V
na Lumber who provided the millwork while the 
ornamental ironwork was supplied by the Build
ers Metallic Company.

Historic Romney describes the present day 
Hampshire County Courthouse as "a three story 
white brick structure of colonial design with four 
columns with Doric Capitals".

-Alanna McGuinn



HELEN'S QUILT
Acolorfulquiltfloatinginthebrcczeacrossaclothesline 

will always catch the eye of a passerby. Evoking memories 
of times gone by and serving as a chronicle of family 
events, a quilt is a treasure to be cherished and enjoyed.

Quiltingisa centuriesold technique that hasbeen used 
throughout history as a source of warmth in both bedding 
and clothing. The quilt consists of a top layer and a bottom 
layer of lining. Filling is inserted between the layers for 
warmth. Cotton batt was the original filler, but polyester 
batt is most always used today. Feed sacks were often used 
to create lovely picture quilts.

Helen's quilt was pieced by Helen McCracken of Shanks 
and is completely handmade. Helen was born in Prince 
George's County, Maryland, but has been a resident of Hampshire County since the early 1960's - long enough 
to be considered a native. Some of her favorite designs include Log Cabin, Lone Star, Dresden Plate, Butterfly, 
Arkansas Tulip, Ohio Star, Little Dutch Girl, Monkey Wrench, and Nine Patch. Stitching is a favorite evening 
occupation for her and organizing a quilt group is one of her dreams.

The Pioneer Log Cabin quilt has been given to the Hampshire County Historical Society. Funds derived by 
raffling off the quilt will be used to restore a log house museum for the county. The design of the quilt is 
particularly appropriate for this purpose. Only 250 chances will be sold at $5.00 each, the drawing date is 
December 15th. Chances may be obtained by contacting the Society. Enjoy the quilt's beautiful story and take a 
chance!
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MEMBERSHIP DUE DATES WILL BE 
DUE IN JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.

If your membership is due, please send it in. 
Thank you for your prompt attention.


