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Green Spring Train Station
Each year the Hampshire County Historical Society 

chooses a structure which is historically significant in 
Hampshire County's past to be featured on a Christmas orna
ment. The 1998 selection is the Green Spring Train Station and 
is number twelve in the series.

Today, this structure stands alone amid the tracks at Green 
Spring. Its gaping openings were once filled by glass and stal
wart brick walls, protected from the elements by a strong roof. 
If you listen very carefully, its silent presence speaks elo
quently of many important yesterdays.

Early settlers migrated to the South Branch Valley via 
jreen Spring and 

Springfield, following the 
flow of the river. This natu
ral pathway brought explor
ers, hunters, Indian traders, 
and surveyors into 
Hampshire County. By 1786,
Oldtown, Maryland, located 
just across the river, boasted 
twenty log structures and 
one stone house. With civili
zation came the railroad in 
1842 and the birth of Green 
Spring as a railroad station 
for Oldtown and other loca
tions up the South Branch.
The Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad constructed its line 
west from Baltimore to Cumberland, erecting telegraph towers 
and station facilities with its own work crews. The present 
structure was built between 1882 and 1885. Occasionally, one 
building housed both services. At Green Spring a structure of 
this type was erected after the original building was 
demolished.

The station was built in two sections; the first section or 
west end expanded to a second section in 1911 or 1912. 
-ormerly the station’s location was further back. As track ties 
were raised, the structure was moved forward. The old section 
contained a window where whiskey could be purchased. The 
west end accommodated the telegraph services while the main 
entrance served as an office for the railroad agent who con

ducted ticket, express, baggage, and freight business and which 
provided a large waiting room for passengers. When the line was 
extended to Romney, commercial activity increased rapidly.

T.J. Norton, J.G. Kidwell, W.A. Vermilvia, Burr Flag, Ralph G. 
Smith, G.W. Kaylor, Bernard Kenney, John Friday, Raymond 
McGee, Clifton Shobe, C. Wamick, and Kenneth Musgrove served 
in the capacity of agent/operalor for the rail station with Kenneth 
Musgrove having the distinction of being the last agent on duty at 
the time of closing in August 1986.

The train carried everything from milk, cream, and glass to 
heavy freight such as stoves. Near the track stood a pole with a 

hook. Oncoming trains would 
exchange mail bags utilizing the 
hook. Often newspapers and mail 
bags would not be properly 
secured and would fall under the 
moving train.

Many Civil War scholars 
have pointed to the railroad as a 
major factor in Hampshire 
County’s inclusion into the new 
state of West Virginia. Men and 
supplies could be moved rapidly 
to different points by rail. Known 
as the Green Spring Block House 
during this period, the location 
saw military action when General 
McCausland fought with the 
Ohio Hundred Day Troops result

ing in 90 casualties.
The train station became a stopping-off point during the early 

1900’s which created rapid growth at Green Spring. A tie plant 
owned and operated by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad opened on 
July 1, 1913. Employing fifty men to start, the plant gradually 
employed hundreds. In 1934, the tie plant was leased or sold to the 
Koppers Company.

Koppers Industries, Inc., is located on 96 acres at Green 
Spring, fifteen miles northeast of Cumberland, Maryland. The 1997 
payroll totaled $1,137,726 with thirty-six employees. In 1996, 
31,645,980 board feet of crossties and switch ties were treated at

see Green Spring Page 4...



Confederate Memorial Day 1998
On Friday, June 5th, Confederate soldiers Co. K, 13th Va.

Volunteer Infantry (Hampshire Guards) and the 10th Va.
Volunteer Infantry (Southern Greys) arrived at Capon Chapel 
Church and set up camp in preparation for the Confederate 
Memorial Weekend activities. Soon a large collection of Civil 
War era tents covered the grounds, and the smell of wood 
smoke from campfires scented the air. The re-enactors visit 
each year to honor the Hampshire County Confederate 
soldiers.

Leaving early on Saturday morning, Co. K visited ceme
teries at Green Spring, Blue Beach, Romney, Augusta,
Slanesvillc, and Bloomery. The Southern Greys visited 
Intermont, High View, LeHew, Trione, Cooper Mountain, and 
Parks Hollow. Both groups arrived back at Capon Chapel after 
their labors to enjoy a covered dish meal prepared for them by 
church and society members.

A special 8 p.m. night service was held to honor the six
teen soldiers buried at Capon Chapel. An 1860’s sermon was 
preached by Pastor Paul Mateer and stirring music “Dixie” was
performed by Mike Wilson and Trueman Keesey. A solo about the Battle of Shiloh was sung by Pastor Paul. The service was completed 
outside with the lighting of luminaries, the reading of the honor roll and the firing of a musket salute. Historical society members and 
friends visited the campfires and enjoyed the camaraderie and music of a bygone day.

Sunday, after visiting Rio and Green Lane cemeteries, the group moved to Romney to visit the Davis History House and to hear the 
author of “We Are In For It! The First Battle of Kemstown”.
Gary Ecelbarger, as he explained Stonewall Jackson’s court 
martial of Richard Garnett. Mr. Ecelbarger held his audience 
spellbound as he led them through the series of events which 
cumulated in military court martial. A re-enactor march 
down Main Street with company flags flying in the breeze, 
to Indian Mound Cemetery followed. With the draping of a 
garland on the Confederate Monument and a reading of the 
honor roll, a musket salute heralded the end of the weekend 
ceremony. The company was dismissed for another year.

Chesapeake Field Music at Indian Mound Cemetery

Honor Salute

Guest Speaker at Courthouse. Gary Ecelbarger Camp Life at Capon Chapel



The George Washington/Capon Bridge Connection
On April 10, 1748, sixteen year-old George Washington arrived at 

Caudy’s home on the Cacapon River. He was returning to Frederick 
Town (present day Winchester) with George William Fairfax. The two 
had been part of a group that had surveyed lots along Patterson Creek, 
the South Branch, and the Trough for Lord Fairfax. Two hundred and 
fifty years later, the town of Capon Bridge and the Fort Edwards 
Foundation held a celebration to commemorate Washington’s stopover 
here. Members of the Hampshire County Historical Society joined the 
Fort Edwards Foundation, Friends of the Capon Bridge Library, and citi
zens of Capon Bridge in declaring April 10th, George Washington Day 
in Capon Bridge. Charles C. Hall gave some enlightening remarks on 
Washington, the citizen. At that time, the Colonial Life and Times sec
tion of the library was opened. Outside on the library lawn, the George 
Washington Benchmark #2 was dedicated. Members of the West Virginia 
and Virginia Associations of Surveyors were also present for the dedica
tion. Hampshire County Historical Society members who wish to make a 
tax deductible donation to expand the Colonial Life and Times section 
may send their check to:

The Fort Edwards Foundation 
c/o Roberta Munske 
HC 64, Box 39 
Yellow Spring, WV 26865

Please make checks payable 
to the Fort Edwards founda
tion for the library. Roberta 
Munske reported that nearly 
evenly books are in the 
Jolonial section covering 
topics from forts, colonial 
life, colonial cookery, arche
ology, tri-state history to gen
eral subjects which also 
include some children’s 
books. Robert Smith, presi
dent of the Hampshire 
County Historical Society, 
presented a check for one 
hundred dollars to the 
Foundation at the colonial 
banquet in support of this 
project for our organization.

Capon Bridge Mayor Fred 
Berkerldge proclaiming April 10th 

George Washington Day.

Fort Edwards President Ken Edmonds, Librarian Kathy Haines, and Roberta 
M jnske cutting the ribbon on the Colonial Life and times section.

Charles C. Hall, center, speaker for George Washington Day, 
flanked by Ruby Giffin and Lake Henderson

Apology To Our Members

Stauff Impressions of Romney, West Virginia is no 
longer in the printing business. We have experienced 

some difficulty in finding a replacement and this has 
^caused our newsletter to be late. We are happy to 
report that Potomac Valley Printing has opened an officeJ 

in Romney and will be printing the newsletters. Thank 
you for your patience.

Calendar Of Events

August 17-22 — Society members will have a booth at the { 
Hampshire County Fair in Augusta. The 1998 Christmas 

bulb will be displayed and available for sale.

September 12-13 — HCHS will attend Heritage Days to 
sponsor the Fort Mill Ridge and Fort Edwards Foundations 

and market the 1998 ornament.

October 17 — A field trip to Green Spring Train Station is 
being arranged.

November 27-29 — Members will man a table at the Capon 
Bridge Christmas Bazaar and the raffle will be completed on 
“The Romney Expedition.”

December 4 — Annual decoration of the Christmas tree 
and Courthouse in Romney with Christmas goodies and 
mulled cider.
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Green Spring Continued from page

the Green Spring plant. Koppers has 24 operating locations in the United States, 1.00% 
ownership in Koppers, Australia, and partial ownership in Tarconard of Denmark.

In 1936 the South Branch flooded, washing homes from their foundations, float
ing railroad crossties to strange, new locations, and leaving the town mired in 
mud. During this difficult time the train station served as a temporary post 
office. High School students rode the train from Green Spring to 
Romney. Leaving Green Spring at 7 a.m., students from Green 
Spring, Mellon, Donaldson, Springfield, Grace, Ridge Dale, Rocks 
or Wappacoma, would arrive in Romney at 8 a.m. only to return 
sometime after 4:45 p.m.

John Jeremiah Jacob, West Virginia’s fourth governor (ser
ving from March 1871-March 1877), called Green Spring 
Valley “home” and used the railway system many times during 
his personal and political career.

Representing the railroad system, the Green Spring Train 
Station played a pivotal role in Hampshire County’s early devel
opment in transportation and settlement. Even though the station 
has been closed since August 1986 it stands as a reminder of the 
railroad — an important link to points near and far.

The ornament which will be displayed at the Hampshire County 
Fair and Heritage Days by the Hampshire County Historical Society will 
be available for purchase at that time.
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Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, West Virginia, 26704

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
WILL BE PAYABLE IN 

JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.
If your membership is due, please send it in. 

Thank you for your prompt attention.


