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Numbered copies of a rare print of 
Romney during the Civil War is now 

available through the Hampshire 
Historical Society.

The print depicts the old Courthouse, 
the Wirgman Building and the Keller 

Hotel. All three buildings are no 
longer standing in Romney. 

Entitled "Evacuation of Romney - 
Union Troops passing through the 
Principal Streets on their way to 

Cumberland".
The Historical Society purchased 
circa 1880's copy from an area 

antique dealer. The Society was 
notified of the availability of the 
print by Mrs. Betty Shelley of 

Burlington.

Thomas Nast was born in Bavaria in 1840 and arrived with his mother in the United States at the age 
of six. He was a famed editorial cartoonist for Harper's Weekly, who originated the donkey (Democratic 
Party) and the elephant (the Republican Party) symbols that are still used today. He also drew Civil War 
era drawings as he traveled. How he came about to draw the sketch of Romney or be in Romney remains 
a mystery that the Society hopes to solve in this new year with the issue of "Evacuation of Romney" print 
(above). Anyone having knowledge of the history of this print or wishing to purchase one, please write 
The Hampshire County Elistorical Society, P.O. Box 549, Augusta, WV 26704 or call any Society 
member. The print purchase price is $21.20, tax included. Postage additional.

Mr. Nast also drew our country's version of St. Nick or Santa Claus in 1862. His popular sketch shows 
Santa with mistletoe in his cap.

Mr. Nast also worked for Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper in which the original sketch of "The 
Evacuation of Romney" was seen.

ORNAMENT CONTEST
Winners of the Hampshire County Historical Society ornament contest at the Hampshire County 
Courthouse were: First Place $50 Elizabeth Marsey of Shanks; 2nd Place $25 Margaret Dodson, 

Points; and 3rd Place (Copy of Print) Elizabeth Massey, Shanks. The winning entry was a 
wreath made of dried flowers and feathers.

The Society sponsors this annual contest to promote the culture of our Appalachian Region. This 
was the sixth year of the contest which requires entries to be handmade of natural or commercial 
items. ________ _________________________________________



Thursday, January 28 • 7:00 p.m.
General meeting of hie Sociity at the Augusta Bank of Romney branch. Election of officers foe 1993 will be held and 

selection of the 1993 "Christmas In Olde Hampshire" ornament will be chosen. Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, February 11 • 7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting at the Augusta Bank of Romney branch.

Saturday, February 13 • 1:00 p.m.
Cemetery Clean Up of the cemetery located on Dunmore Ridge Road. Meet at Iris Dale Kline's house. Bring tools to 
cut brush and trees. Raindate: February 20,1:00 p.m. This will be a joint project with Dunmore Extension Club. We

will also record the cemetery.

Thursday, February 25 0 7:00 p.m.
General meeting of the Society at the Capon Bridge Senior Citizen Community Building on U.S. Rt. 50 in Capon Bridge, WV. 
Members Dottie Drass and Jewell Rannells have researched and will host a program on the epidemic of 1923 in Hampshire 
County. Refreshments will be served.

Saturday, March 6 3 1:00 p.m.
Spring Clean-Up of the historical fountain located on U.S. Rt. 50 near Cooper Mountain (Wolfe's Salvage Yard). Bring

tools. Raindate: Saturday, March 13 0 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 11 ° 7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting at Augusta Bank of Romney branch.

Thursday, March 25 ° 7:00 p.m.
General meeting of the Society at the Augusta Branch of the Bank of Romney. Speaker will be genealogist Vickie 
Horton and her research of indexing the minute books of Hampshire County Courthouse. Refreshments will be

served.

Thursday, April 8 • 7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting at the Augusta Bank of Romney.

Tuesday, April 20 ° 7:00 p.m.
General meeting of the Society at the Hampshrie County Courthouse in Romney. County Clerk Nancy Feller will 

speak on old records and tour of the vault. Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, May 13 ° 7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting at the Augusta Bank of Romney branch.

Thursday, May 28 • 7:00 p.m.
General meeting of the Society at Capon Chapel Church, 11/2 miles on Christian Church Road, Capon Bridge, WV.

Saturday & Sunday, June 5 & 6
Confederate Memorial Holiday. Memorials in County - Weed cemeteries for the boys of blue and gray: Watch

Hampshire Review for details.

Membership Due Dates Are Now Posted On Your Address Label
If Your Membership Is Due, Please Send It In....................................THIS COULD BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER



CEDAR CREEK

The 3rd annual battle of Cedar Creek Re-enactment took place this year on Saturday, October 17 and 
Sunday, October 18. I attended this thrilling event and was much impressed.
nMcn'fww™ ^reek Battlefield Foundation purchased 158 acres of the original battlefield from developers for 
$450,000. The annual re-enactment is the primary fundraiser in paying off the purchase.

o ar the foundation has made $250,000 in payments toward the debt. This special weekend has grown 
in size and popularity each year. In 1990, a sizeable crowd of several thousand spectators watched as 1,500 
soldiers re-created the original battle. Hollywood actor Richard Dreyfuss marched with the 49th Va. Infantry.
In 1991, twenty-eight hundred participants waged the battle as it was viewed by a group of 14,000. The 1992 
battle drew the largest crowd ever, as the replay contained 3,000 re-enactors and 17,000 viewers.

The Foundation re-enactment continues to grow in size and appreciation by viewers, as they stretch to reach 
their goal.

Civil War interest is very strong in our country today. The CIA hosted an in-house exhibit of Cedar Creek 
relics and memorabilia at its headquarters in Langley in October.

During the summer of 1864, Lincoln's re-election was doubtful. The Union victory by Gen. Philip Sheridan 
was a turning point in the war — closing the Shenandoah Valley to the Confederacy and boosting Lincoln's 
re-election.

The battle replay takes place over two days, instead of the original twenty four hours. Each of the preceding 
years I have watched the Union emerge as victor. This year I was able to attend both days, and see the 
Confederate fighting spirit. Under cover of darkness, early morning fog and mist, Confederate Gen. Jubal 
Early attacked and routed Union forces three times the size of his. Only the timely return of Gen. Phil Sheridan 
saved the day. He rallied his retreating forces, causing them to fight back vigorously, and finally to emerge 
the victor.

The rural setting, hemmed in by mountains on each side, blue smoke in the air, booming of cannons and 
the yells of the soldiers were very convincing. It seemed to be 1864. I want very much to experience that again
in 1993. Brenda Hiett, Vice-President

Hampshire County Historical Society Jj

ACQUISITIONS
Mr. Keller Reid, Petersburg recently donated a copy of a 1860 news

paper article about the Romney Classical Institute to the Society. Mr. 
Reid also made available to the group a print of Romney during the 
War Between th States that is presently being sold by the group to the 
public. The Hampshire County Historical Society thanks Mr. Reid for 
his generous donation.

The Society presently accepts any items of historical interest to 
Hampshire County as a method of preservation of our county's 
history. Our Acquisitions Chairperson is Joanne Baker (301) 739-2528, 
Hagerstown, MD. Joanne is assisted by her mother, Mrs. Margaret 
Brill. This fall and winter they have been busy cataloging old books, 
newpapers and items donated to the group in the past. All items are 
now cataloged and ready for the schoolhouse museum. We appreciate 
their efforts at preserving Hampshire County history.

Contact: Mrs. Joanne Baker, 1412 Salem Avenue, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 or Margaret Brill, 375 
Daycotah Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21740, with 
any donated items or any other member of the 
Society.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON
New Membership Chairperson for the Society 
will be Jewell Rannells. Jewell has graciously vol
unteered for the daunting task of recruiting new 
members. Please help her out by letting her know 
of anyone who wants to join or has an interest in 
genealogy or history. Jewell's phone number is 
822-3738.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY YEARLY MEMBERSHIP

i i ] $10.00 Individual 

I □ $18 .00 Couple 

□ $35.00 Organizations

| Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, 
| Field Trips & Tours
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PRESIDENTS CORNER

Another four months have past, which means a total of one year. Many activities were accom
plished throughout this year.

Our fundraisers for 1992 were from sales of the Maxwell and Swisher Book (a few left), sale of 
past ornaments, sale of the 1992 Octagon House ornament, sale of "Historic Romney 1762-1937' 
Book (sold out), sell of t-shirts, and our latest project, a print of Thomas Nast's "Evacuation of 
Romney."

Members and friends worked hard this year on various projects such as Confederate Memorial 
Holiday, cataloging cemeteries and a new project of cleaning up the area around the Historic 
Fountain on the west side of Cooper Mountain, which is in our plans for restoration and other 
projects.

I'm stepping down as President this year. I hope all will give our next President all the support 
I have received. I'll still be around to support and work.

Thank you,

Andrew A. Herbaugh
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