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THE BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK

During the spring and summer of 1864, Union and Confederate armies struggled for the possession of the 
fertile Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. The Valley was a vital source of food for Robert E. Lee's embattled Army 
of Northern Virginia as well as an ideal avenue of attack leading not only toward the lightly-defended states 
of Maryland and Pennsylvania but also toward Washington D.C. Eventually, both Lee and Ulysses S. Grant 
sent favorite commanders to the valley to resolve this issue.

In July, Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early invaded the North and advanced on Washington, gravely
damaging Northern morale. In 
August, Major General Philip H. 
Sheridan took command of the 
Union forces and defeated Early 
and the Third Battle of Winchester 
on September 19. After laying waste 
to the farms of the lower Shenan
doah Valley, Sheridan was pre
pared to send his forces to reinforce 
Grant at Petersburg.

On the morning of October 19, 
1864 Early's Army of the Valley (ap
proximately 17,000 men) attacked 
and routed the vastly superior 
Union force (approximately 30,000 
men) camped northwest of Cedar 

Creek around Belle Grove. At midday, after a dramatic and soon legendary ride from Winchester, Sheridan 
regrouped his army and counter-attacked - - driving the Confederates from the field. Cedar Creek is the only 
recorded instance during the Civil War in which the same two armies each won and lost a battle on the same 
day. Total casualties for the day were estimated to be 8,824: Federals - 3,994 killed and wounded, 1,770 missing; 
Confederates -1,860 killed and wounded, 1,200 missing.

The Battle of Cedar Creek marked the end of Confederate domination over the Shenandoah Valley and its 
essential food supplies. It marked the end of the Jubal Early's career and of the war-weariness that had plagued 
the North. It also marked the end of Confederate hopes for a negotiated peace with the Union. The victory at 
Cedar Creek freed Sheridan and his subordinates, George Custer, George Crook and Horatio Wright, to play 
crucial roles in the final battles at Petersburg and Appomattox the following spring. The Battle of Cedar Creek 
helped change the course of our nation's history.

The re-enactment which has been held there since 1990 has grown in size and popularity each year. 1993 
had record crowds of 20,000 spectators and 3,500 time travelers. It is well worth the time and effort to see such 
a massive recreation of historical significance. The efforts of the Cedar Creek Foundation to preserve this 
battlefield from development are both courageous and effective.

Battle Information From 1993 Program 
Comments - Brenda Hiett



~ PRESIDENT'S CORNER ~

1993 is reaching its natural conclusion - - ending or death.
A New Year will be starting soon. A rebirth with lots of new activities is planned.

In 1993 we have completed some projects and are still working on others.

Our thanks go to Dottie Drass and Debbie Boyce for their work on behalf of the group. 
Thank you Dottie and Debbie. I have enjoyed working with you and the group on various events.

This is our final newsletter of the year. I want to take this opportunity to say 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

to each and every one of you. See you in 1994.

NEWS BRIEFS ...

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY RECORDS REMOVED TO WINCHESTER
Winchester, Va., Nov. 25: The county records of Hampshire County, Va., have been removed from Romney 

to this city to protect them from being destroyed by the Federal force now in possession of that city, it was 
revealed today by mayor of Romney, John Kern, Jr.

Kern said that the county records of deeds, wills and appointments were removed to put them in a place of 
safety. Last month Clerk John S. White, hearing of Federal commander Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley's plans 
to take possession of Romney, loaded the books on wagons and sent them to this city.

BRISK SKIRMISH AT BLUE'S GAP
Romney, Va., Nov. 5: A brisk skirmish took place at Blue's Gap, near this city, today between the Ringgold 

Cavalry commanded by Capt. John Keys and a part of Col. Angus McDonald's Confederate regiment 
commanded by Capt. George F. Sheetz.

Sheetz's command was detached the latter part of last month to picket Blue's Gap, 15 miles east of here on 
the turnpike to Winchester, since Romney is now held by the Federal forces under Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. 
Kelley.

The Federal cavalry approached the North River Bridge and was about to charge when they found the planks 
had been removed. The Confederates opened fire and a skirmish took place at the bridge. A short while later 
the Confederates retired into the Gap and were not pursued by the Federals, who returned to this city.

McDonald relieved as commander
Winchester, Va., Nov. 30: Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby has relieved Col. Angus W. McDonald as commander 

of the Seventh Virginia Cavalry. McDonald asked Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson to be relieved of command and 
has been placed in charge of the artillery defenses of this city. Ashby has established regimental headquarters 
near Charles Town, Va., and will continue to picket the Potomac frontier as far west as Hampshire County.

SCOUTING EXPEDITION LEAVES TWO KILLED
Romney, Va., Nov. 13: Two members of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley's, commander of the Federal forces 

now in occupation here, bodyguard of cavalry were killed by Confederate guerillas today.
A part of the cavalry unit went on a scouting expedition today. They were fired upon from ambush and two 

of the men were killed. This evening, Company A of the First Virginia Regiment, one company of Cavalry and 
a battery of light artillery were sent out on a scouting expedition. Unable to locate the Confederate troops, they 
returned to this city bringing the bodies of the two men killed today.

Civil War Articles Reprinted From Vol. 1, No. 8 
Valley News Echo, November 1861 - By Potomac Edison



FRUIT CAKES
GENEALOGY

CORNER

CALANDAR
OF

EVENTS
My mother baked her own 

fruit cakes duirng the 1930's and 
early 1940's. Each fall she would 
start getting the ingredients to
gether - - such things as candied 
dates, figs, raisins, oranges and 
cherries. We had plenty of black 
walnuts; it was most always my 
job cracking those. We also had 
English walnuts on our place. 
Both these nuts were used in the 
cakes.

She always baked six cakes at 
a time. After baking, they were 
wrapped in cotton cloth and three 
cakes were placed in each lard can 
with enough rum poured over 
them to dampen a cloth good. The 
lids were placed tightly on the two 
cans and they were not opened 
until Christmas time. Opened, 
they had that wonderful scent - - 
chock full of nuts and fruits. What 
a wonderful taste!

~Frank Ginevan \

/ MEMBERSHIP \
r REMINDER N

Dues ate being accepted for 1SS4. 
Please check your mailing label on 

the front of your newsletter. The due 
date Is on your label. You may mall 

, It to the return address on the 
\ front of the newsletter / 

with your fee.

Dr. Edwin G. Troutman, 712 7th 
Ave., Fort Worth, Texas 76104 
wishes to exchange informa
tion about the old post office at 
Romney, WVa. It stood on the 
comer of Rosemary Lane and 
Grafton Street. His ancestors 
were the Seaton family of 
Romney.

Karen Nelson Hangsleben, 10 
Decesare Drive, Hampton, 
Virginia 23666-5617 wishes to 
correspond with researchers 
whose family ties might in
clude the surnames of NEL
SON and ANDERSON. Earli
est known ancestor was a John 
Richard Nelson, bom 1810, 
wed Hannah Anderson in 
1832, and died 1892 (Hamp
shire Co. WVa) Allied families 
may include: WINDLE, SEED
ERS, DOMAN, CAUDY, 
EVANS, FRENCH, HICKS, 
and GRUBB. Any information 
appreciated; will exchange.

Anyone who has genealogical 
information or can assist these 
researchers in any way, please 

contact them at the address given.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP
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NOV. 6. Sat. 3:00 p.m,
Board of Directors meeting. 
Jewel Rannell's house, 40 E. 
Birch Lane, Romney.

NOV. 18. Thurs. 7;P0 p.OL 
General meeting. Bank of 
Romney Community Room, 
Augusta Branch. On the 
agenda will be selection of 
candidates for '94 officers.

NOV, 13. Sat. lQdUzjn,
Craft day at Yellow Spring 
Ruritan Building. The Society 
will have a table and offer 
1993 Bell Tower ornament, 
historic print and t-shirts for 
sale.

NOV, 26 & 27, Fri.-Sat. 
Christmas Bazaar at Capon 
Bridge Fire Hall. The group 
will be present to offer to the 
public our 1993 Bell Tower 
ornament, historic print and 
t-shirts.

DEC. 3. Fri. 6-8:30 p.m,
Hampshire County Court
house. The Society will meet 
for hanging the greens at the 
courthouse and decorating 
the Christmas tree. Please 
bring some special goodies 
and join the festivities.

TAN. 13. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
General meeting. Capon 
Bridge Senior Center. The 
group will meet to install new 
officers and hold a short board 
meeting if necessary.
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