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French's Station

Potomac River b Mountains 
in Maryland from Russell's Ridge

Little Capon Primitive Baptist Church 
Wooden Arch

LEVELS REVISITED
On Sunday, October8,1995, HCHSmembersand guests gathered at 

the Levels Methodist Church to visit more of Frank Cinevan's special 
haunts illuminated by his verbal descriptions and vivid memories.

The Levels Methodist Church, the second structure at this location, 
was erected in 1890. Beside the church, in a nearby grove of trees, sits 
a pavilion which once hosted ice cream socials, Levels Band musicals 
and evening square dances lit by huge bonfires. People would walk to 
attend these festivities from as far away as Patterson's Creek. On the 
other side of the church stands a small, nondescript building where Dr. 
Hannan practiced medicine during the 1930'sand 1940's.

In the early 1800's, Levels was a bustling center of commerce. Itsclose 
proximity to the railroad and its wealth of agricultural and forestry 
products made this village boom. Farmers banded together, shipping 
hundreds of pounds of potatoes out of the community. Level's apples 
and produce traveled all over the United States by rail. The rich bounty 
of timber in the area became cross ties and lumber.

During a hair-raising descent of Break Neck Ridge enroute to 
French's Station, we stopped to enjoy the sight of the horseshoe bend of 
the Potomac on the Arnold farm. A photo belonging to Mr. Ginevan 
showed the abandoned station as a busy local store serving the needs 
of the railroad travellers. We retraced our steps back up the ridge; only 
then did 1 realize just how appropriate the name Break Neck Ridge was!

Reaching Russell's Ridge where Mr. Ginevan spent his boyhood, we 
were treated to a spectacular autumn view of mountain ranges in the 
three states of Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia. Our host reeled 
off a series of names like old friends: Savage ML, Warrior's Mt., Martin 
ML, Green Ridge, Dan's Mt., Knobley, Middle Ridge, White Horse, 
Break Neck, Town Hill, Spring Gap, and Sidling Hill. At our feet like 
sparkling jewels were the Potomac River, the Indian Fields, and the 
arched stone bridge of theC & O Canal towpath. Winding through this 
unique scene ran the railroad tracks. Mr. Ginevan's reminiscing con
jured up a young farm lad perched on the ridge, soaking up nature's 
surroundings and watching the activities of the world at his feet. A 
large thicket of evergreen trees grows on the spot where the Cardinal 
Club once stood. That small boy watched film stars, such as the 
Barrymores and other celebrities of that era, arrive to enjoy the club, 
often playing croquet on the grounds. After a fire, the club no longer 
existed except in memory.

We were privileged to peek into the Little Capon Primitive Baptist 
Church. Upon entering, we found the stove still warm from use earlier 
in the day. The elevated pulpit and special wooden arch are very 
unusual architectural details. A special atmosphere pervades the church 
which is always open.

(See LEVELS page 2)



IN SEARCH OF McNEILL AND HIS RANGERS
Hardy County Heritage Weekend has always been an event I planned to attend, and somehow I always missed it. 

On a cold, sunny fall day my sister, Joyce and I found ourselves in Moorefield on this special weekend. We headed 
for the school to see the handcrafted items displayed for sale. Around noon the sounds and sights of a parade lured 
us to the sidewalk. Moving on down the street, we were drawn by the scent of country ham sandwiches, which we 
purchased and promptly devoured on the spot.

By unspoken consent and the sharing of a mutual Civil War interest, our steps led us to Mt. Oliviet Cemetery, 
located high on a hillside at the outskirts of Moorefield. We began to search for the burial spot of McNeill and his 
Rangers. Their story is a fascinating one:

John Hanson McNeill was born and grew to manhood in the South Branch Valley near Moorefield, WV., on June 
2,1815. At the age of twenty-one, he married a sevcntcen-ycar-old bride, Jemima Harness Cunningham, and settled 
down to farming on the South Branch. Hearing of available land in the cast, John McNeill emigrated to Bourbon 
County, Kentucky, with his wifeand baby son in 1838. The poor health of John's wife merited a return to Hardy County 
in 1844. At this time the McNeill family had three sons: William, George W. and Jesse C.; a daughter, Sarah Emily was 
bom in July after their return to Hardy County. Four years after their return, McNeill's family again went west to 
Boone County, Missouri, and prospered as farmers and stock breeders. In 1855, a desire for more land again took the 
family west to Daviess County, Missouri. In 1859, their fifth child, John Hanson Jr., was bom.

(See McNEILL on page 3)

FORT EDWARDS
A joint effort between the to wn of Capon Bridge and 

the Hampshire County Development Authority has 
resulted in the formation of the Fort Edwards Foun
dation. The National Archealogical Conservancy has 
purchased threeacres from developer David Holliday 
and will hold it for the foundation. Seven more acres 
have been purchased by an anonymous individual 
under the sameterms. Fort Edwards wasoneof a series 
of early colonial forts for pioneer settlers in this area. 
Fort Edwards is unique because its exact location is 
known and relatively pristine. Future goals have not 
yet been formulated by the foundation which is still 
evolving. A series of articles on Colonial Hampshire 
County printed in the Hampshire Review and written 
by Terry Grutter illustrate the importanceof this project. 
The Fort Ed wards Foundation recently met November 
29, 1995 at the Capon Bridge Senior Center.

LEVELS REVISITED
(Continued from page V

The afternoon was rounded ou t with a stop at Neal's 
Run. A large, faded, wooden sign gave the settlement 
date as 1790. Braddock's Army passed this way during 
the Revolutionary War. Many years later this was a 
probable passage for Stonewall Jackson and his men 
enroute to Paw Paw. A quick stop at Okonoko, a 
former burgeoning shipping hub, revealed a few 
structures still standing. Most were destroyed by flood 
in the mid-thirties. The fairy fields were filled with 
grazing cattle, but Mr. Ginevan's voice peopled the 
fields with Braddock's troops, horses and wagons. 
Traces of Braddocks's Wagon Road still remain al
though it takes a discerning eye and a love of history to 
read the signs. Our host has both, and is willing to 
share his store of Levels' lore with interested folks.

LOG HOUSE UPDATE
Mr. Nick Cannon, a contractor from Springfield, is 

moving the log house purchased by the Society. The 
siding and roof were rapidly removed. Upon learning 
the crane was due to arrive to dis-assemble the logs, 
Vice-President Bob Smith, Paula Nesmith, and Helen 
McCracken worked like beavers to remove the stair
well and panelling to a storage area in Helen's barn. 
Under the expert supervision of Mr. Cannon, Herb 
Carnnel of Westernport, Maryland, and the use of 
equipment from Shingleton's, the logs came down 
rapidly and were loaded on Shingleton's truck for 
removal to their new location. All the logs, with the 
exception of three, were in excellent shape. Because the 
windows were placed in the logs with wooden pegs, 
knowledgeable estimates date the house somewhere 
between 1800 and 1840. Teardown and removal costs 
totalled $2500, and we need to raise funds for a foun
dation and re-erection of the structure. Any and all 
support will be appreciated. Donations may be made 
to HCHS, P.O. Box 549, Augusta, WV 26704, and 
designated Log House.

Tearing Down of HCHS Log House



....McNEILL AND MIS RANGERS (Continued from page 2)
Missouri became a state when the slavery issue was just beginning. Missouri was a pro-slave state and often clashed 

with abolitionist Kansas Territory bordering her. Missouri held loyal to the Union until President Abraham Lincoln 
issued his call for troops after the firing of Port Sumpter. A small brigade of pro-southern militia organized at Camp 
Jackson in St. Louis. The Union element joined forces and captured and imprisioned the men at Camp Jackson. 
Governor Jackson of Missouri called for men to defend the state. John Hanson McNeill and his three oldest sons 
answered the call and were recruited in Co. B, 1st Regiment. Southern forces were defeated by large, well-trained 
federal force. The Battle of Wilson's Creek and the Battle of Lexington followed. John McNeill was wounded in the 
shoulder and his second son, George was killed in the second encounter. John's oldest son, William, relumed to 
Daviess County to oversee the needs of family and farm. Hanse and Jesse remained with the Confederate army. 
Convalescing at the home of his brother-in-law, David Cunningham, Planseand Jesse were captured by Fedcralsand 
taken to prison in Columbia, Missouri. Later, they were tranferred to a federal prison in St. Louis. Jesse, the first to 
escape, was followed later by his father. They returned to Hardy County and spent time with family and friends. 
Hanse traveled to Richmond and was granted permission to organize and recruit a regiment of rangers from Hardy 
and Hampshire counties. Working in conjunction with Colonel John Imboden, Captain McNeill began to harass the 
Union army with the hit-and-run tactics of the partisan rangers.

John Hansen McNeill's 
Tombstone

Mt. Oliviet Cemetery 
Civil War Monument 

Rangers buried in circular 
pattern around stone.
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McNeill and his men became a legend in this type of 
warfare. Their exploits were many and too numerous 
to recount here. They ranged freely through the 
Shenandoah Valley and neighboring area,but disaster 
struck when Captain McNeill was severely wounded 
during an encounter with Union calvarymeri near Mt. 
Jackson, October 2, 1864. Little more than five weeks 
later on November 10th, Hanse McNeill was dead.

Jesse became thecommander of the group in spite of 
his youth. He proceeded to lead the rangers in even 
more daring exploits — the most remarkable occur
ring near the end of the war. The story of the capture of 
Major Generals Kelly and Crook in Cumberland, 
Maryland, was recounted by Captain Jesse McNeill in 
his own words and published in The Confederate 
Veteran. Volumn XIV, on September 1906. At the close 
of the war the Rangers surrenderrd in Romney, WV, 
and wercnllowed tokeeptheirold firearmsand saddles.

A newspaper article in the Hampshire Review stated 
that Captain Jesse McNeill died at his home in 
Seymoursvillc, Illinois, on Sunday, March 3, 1912.

Joyce and I discovered many McNeills interred at 
Mt. Oliviet and concluded it was a family burial spot. 
Finally on the crest of the hill, near a majestic oak tree, 
we spotted a tall white stone. Here on the hillside 
cradled by mountai nson all sides, we found the Rangers 
and their Captain placed in a circle around the Con
federate monument. We admired the final resting 
place of these local heros, realizing that McNeill and 
his men were just as elusive in death as they had been 
in life.
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RAFFLE WINNERS
1st Prize - History of Hampshire County Book

HAROLD PLANTS, Capon Bridge, WV

2nd Prize - Civil War Plate
ROSA REID, Winchester, VA

O $10 Individual O $18 Couple O $35.00 Organizations
Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips and Tours .

3rd Prize - Hampshire County Crock
CHERY MICHAEL, Hancock, MD



BOOK REVIEW
A New Family History Publication by Ray Byron Brill
The Brill Family in America and Their Allied Families and jQanne._B.rilJ Baker

The book contains 607 pages, plus index, covering such family names as Anderson, Brill, Kelso, Kline, Lafollettc, Larrick, 
Orndorff, Spaid, plus approximately 2200 allied family names. It also includes photographs, maps, wills, deeds, census records, 
military records, naturalization records, sale bills, and approximately 15,455 indexed names.

$34.50 (P/H included) 8-1 /2 x 11" - Soft Cover - Edition Limited to 200 Copies. It may be ordered by sending a check to Ray 
Byron Brill, 374 Daycotah Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21740. This is a story of several Brill family branches from the 1700’s until 
the present day.

The Descendants of John Newton and Nellie Lee Simmons Haines By Vicki Horton
A booklet of Green Spring Valley family of John Newton and Nellie Haines and three generations of this Haines family. 

Includes pictures of their ten children and their spouses, along with background information of the early Haines and Simmons 
families of Hampshire County.

$10.00 (P/H included) Contains 57 Pages - Soft Cover. Order from Vicki Horton, HC 86, Box 50B, Green Spring, WV, 26722. 
Civil War Letters and Diary of Joshua Winters, a Private Edited By
in the Union Army. Company G, First Western Virginia Vol. Infantry Elizabeth Davis Swiger

This book contains letters to and from Joshua Winters to his family and also his personal diary. It gives a vivid picture of his 
daily life in the Union Army. It also contains documentation of the building of the trenches at MechanicsburgGapin Hampshire 
County. This book may be purchased by ordering from Elizabeth D. Swiger, Editor; 1599 Hillcrest Road, Fairmont, WV 16554. 

Index to Will DeHass1 History of the Early Settlement and Indian Wars of Western Virginia By Vicki Horton
This book originally published in 1851, is one of thebetter early histories of what is now West Virginia, and includes an account 

of the various expeditions in the west previous to 1795, along with biographical sketches, but one lacking feature has been an 
index. This is a full every name index divided to two sections. The first section is a personal name index and the second section 
consists of a place and subject index.

$4.00 (P/H included) Contains 20 Pages - Soft Cover. Order from Vicki Horton, HC 86, Box 50B, Green Spring, WV 26722. 
Stonewall Jackson’s Romney Campaign By Thomas Rankin

A book about the campaigns in the Romney area during the Civil War. This book is available at Anderson's Corner in Romney, 
the library in Capon Bridge or through the Hampshire County Historical Society.

$23.32 (tax included)
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CALENDAR...

JANUARY 7. Sunday
2:00 p.m.

Election of Officers 
HCHS will meet at the 
Capon Bridge Senior 
Citizens Center.
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