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2000 NEWSLETTER FOURTH QUARTER

CHURCH TOUR: NORTH RIVER MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our last newsletter began a scries of reports on 
local churches visited as a series of tours sponsored 
by the Capon Valley Co-operative Parish. The first 
tour took place on Sunday, October 8. 2000. and 
visited Bethel Church and North River Mills 
Church. We reported on Bethel in the last 
newsletter.

This articles continues with the visit to North 
River Mills United Methodist Church, pastored by 
Patrick Kerr. The church history was narrated by 
Terry Bailes who cheerfully gave the credit to her 
daughter. Stephanie, whose research provided the 
information.

The church is nestled at the base of Ice Mountain 
along the Springfield Grade Road in the hamlet of 
North River Mills on land donated by the Miller 
family in 1 897. Just behind the church are the ruins 
of a once flourishing one-room school. The History 
of Hampshire County, published in 1897. lists the 
Capon Bridge circuit as being made up of the 
following churches: Capon Bridge, North River 
Mills, and Green Mound, served by pastor W. H. 
Ballengee.

The church structure has a vestibule and two 
aisles plus a balcony that is located in the rear of the 
church. Antique kerosene lamps hang from the 
ceiling, which is decorated with unusual stenciling 
in a black design. Around the walls just below the 
ceiling unusual fingerprint stenciling appears in a 
crimson shade. Expert opinions state the 
buttermilk-based paint was colored with roots and 
berries to form this decoration. The structure 
retains its original pews, door, and windows. The 
church was wired for electricity in 1981 at the 
dictate of the Methodist conference by Pastor 
Harding Nelson. Hymns are still accompanied by 
an early pump organ, and the pulpit boasts a

painstakingly restored 1890 bible. On a back wall 
is displayed a copy of the early handwritten deed to 
the church. Church services are held on the second 
and fourth Sundays, and the membership roll shows 
a total of fourteen. The structure, which has the 
grace and fading charm of a dignified elderly lady, 
still retains that spark of life gentled by the passage 
of time.

Following the tour, the group enjoyed a covered 
dish meal and participated in a service at the North 
River Mills church to conclude the interesting and 
educational afternoon. Those who attended well 
appreciated the history of these enduring small 
churches and anxiously await the next outing.

We will report further on future tours of local 
churches. Watch for more information about the 
tours in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

North River Mills United Methodist Church, nestled at the base of 
Ice Mountain, along Springfield Grade Road. This was the site of 

the second of several tours of local churches.



2nd ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
HOUSE AT HOOKS TAVERN

Volunteers have been busy readying Hooks 
Tavern for the 2"d Annual Christmas Traditions 
House. This Hind-raiser for the Fort Edwards 
Visitor Center in Capon Bridge raised nearly $2,500 
last year, and we're hoping for a repeat 
performance.

Janet Harlow, "Chief Elf’ and member of the 
Hampshire County Arts Council, has been organ
izing scores of local artists to show and sell their 
work here. The old tavern, partially restored, 
provides an historic backdrop for the magical works 
of our artists and artisans. Charlie Parker and Dick 
Munske, Eric Burleyson and Julie Flanagan helped 
with cleaning the building, putting up signs, 
Christmas decorations and lighting to prepare the 
house for its visitors.

For history buffs, there is a nice selection of old 
books, and new ones as well. Handmade furniture 
and picture frames will also be featured. Delicious 
baked goods and pretty poinsettias will be sold.

The theme of the event, “Christmas Traditions, 
Old and New” is intended to remind us of the 
importance of cherishing our traditions and family 
histories and sharing them with the younger 
generations to keep them alive. Bring your family 
and see how many “traditions” you and your 
children recognize.

The Christmas House will be open December 1 
through 23, Fridays 12 to 6, Saturdays 10 to 6 and 
Sundays 12 to 4.

A tour of Hooks Tavern will be given for the 
public on Sunday, December 10, at one o’clock. 
Eric Shanholtz, who worked on restoration of the 
building, will lead the tour, and HCHS will provide 
a handout about the tavern. Come for Tea and a 
Tour and hear the behind the scenes story of this 
historic old tavern.

BIG WINNERS
The Hampshire County Historical Society 

completed its annual raffle during the Capon Bridge 
Fire Company Christmas Bazaar on November 25, 
2000. Mrs. Joanne Johnson of Haddon Height, 
New Jersey, won the first prize which was a 
complete set of Christmas ornaments featuring 
fourteen years of historic structures within the 
county. Mrs. Johnson and her family are building a 
home in Hampshire County and visit frequently. 
Her ticket was purchased during Heritage Days.

Hooks Tavern is located at the corner of Route 50 
and Smokey Hollow Road just east of Capon Bridge

Purchasing her ticket during Heritage Days also, 
Mrs. Helen Hines of Parson Heights, Romney, was 
second place winner. She took home a framed print 
of the Yellow Spring mill, the featured structure on 
this year's ornament. The third prize, a copy of The 
Devastating Hand of War, a new account of 
Hampshire County during the Civil War. was won 
by Rhonda Jenkins, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Conway of Capon Bridge. Her ticket was 
purchased during the bazaar.

Once again many thanks to our supporters and 
members. A new raffle will be starting as soon as 
our license in renewed in 2001.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY DECORATES THE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE

It has become a tradition for the society to put up 
a Christmas tree and decorate at the County 
Courthouse the first Friday evening in December. 
Several members and friends joined in for this fun 
evening.

Part of the pleasure of decorating is seeing the 
wonderful collection of hand-made ornaments that 
go on the tree. For many years the society 
sponsored a contest for local crafters to create “one- 
of-a-kind” ornaments for the tree. The result is a 
collection of beautiful and unusual items.

The evening was topped off with a pot-luck 
buffet, and there was lots of good food for Santa’s 
helpers who worked on the decorating. The 
Courthouse is newly spruced up following the 
installation of the new elevator, and the Christmas 
decorations are very handsome in this fine old 
setting.



TOUR OF CONCORD
A dozen members and friends of HCHS toured 

the Concord Retreat on a pleasant Sunday afternoon 
in November, escorted by Bob Stutts, general 
manager. The tour's history interest lies in the old 
country store and post office. In addition we got to 
see the present facilities and Bob's view of the 
future as well.

Concord is the site of the old Spaid family farm. 
A shed or storehouse and the country store arc the 
only remaining original buildings. The store also 
contained the Concord Post Office for many years. 
The simple, white wood structure still has the old 
shelves and counters of the country store, and in one 
corner, are the wooden boxes that used for mail. 
The floorboards are original random width planks. 
The centrally located pot-bellied stove is gone, but 
you can see where the chimney went up through the 
roof. Bob has cleaned up the building and likes to 
use it for guest registration as new groups arrive at 
the retreat. It is the first building as you enter the 
retreat area, and sets a wonderful relaxed old-time 
tone.

There are three old documents pertaining to the 
Post Office, dated 1876, 1878. and 1923; so it 
appears that it was active through those times. With 
slower means of transportation then, post offices 
were spaced more closely to serve local needs. The 
earlier documents were signed by Miss Ida Kelso, 
postmistress at Capon Springs.

Unfortunately, the family farmhouse burned 
around 1978, and in 1980 a large new conference 
center was constructed in its place, with columns 
and a front portico, which today houses the dining 
room, a large kitchen, conference and meeting 
rooms, recreational areas and offices. There are 
also three large residential buildings that house 26 
to 32 people, and several bunk houses.

For some years Concord was operated as a 
residential mental health facility, but it was sold to 
the Stutts family a couple of years ago. Their 
efforts in cleaning and restoring the buildings are 
evident in the calm and comfortable atmosphere 
they have created in the living areas. They enlisted 
help from their parents and other family members.

The center can accommodate groups up to 120 or 
so. They host many weekend church retreat groups, 
but are open to business and other groups as well. 
The 175 acres of rolling hills and woods offer 
many recreational opportunities, including volley
ball, hiking, paintball, and a rope maze.

Bob and his brother. Dave Stutts, envision 
adding a lake for recreational uses and reopening a 
fourth building on the site. They both grew up 
spending many weekends on their grandfather's 
farm across the river, and they have a real feeling 
for the local Hampshire County community. We 
welcome this new business and are glad to see that 
they treasure the old country store as a part of local 
history. For more information about Concord, visit 
their web site at www.concordretreat.com.

The old country store and Post Office at Concord
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HAPPENINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR
The Hampshire County Historical Society will 

visit and photograph the structure, yet to be chose, 
for next year's ornament early in the coming year. 
We are hoping to find an appropriate selection in 
the Rio-Delray area.

Plans are being formulated for an information 
gathering expedition to two very early family 
cemeteries located in the Cold Steam area. No date 
has yet been set. Look for more details in the 
upcoming newsletters.

Allana McGuinn with HCHS Christmas ornaments 
at the Capon Bridge Fire Department Bazaar.

[CALENDAR OF EVENTS]

Nov. 24-25, Friday & Saturday - HCHS will 
attend the annual Capon Bridge Auxiliary 
Christmas Bazaar at the Capon Bridge Fire Hall, US 
Route 50. The Society will sell Christmas 
ornaments and conclude the annual raffle.
Dec. 1, Friday, 6:30 PM - The annual Christmas 
party will take place during the decoration of the 
Hampshire County Courthouse and erection of the 
Christmas tree. Bring goodies and help!
Dec. 1-23 - HCHS will again sponsor the Christmas 
Traditions House at Hooks Tavern in Capon Bridge 
to benefit the Fort Edwards Visitor Center Finishing 
Fund. Plan to do your Christmas shopping there. 
Dec. 10, Sunday, 1 to 2 PM - Tea and Tour of 
Hooks Tavern. $5.00 donation requested. Located 
at the corner of Route 50 and Smokey Hollow Road 
just east of Capon Bridge, WV.

For more information, or if you wish to help with 
any of these activities, call Brenda Hiett, 856-2623.


