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THIRD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS HOUSE AT HOOKS TAVERN 
TOUR OF MOSS ROCK INN IN CAPON BRIDGE

HCHS to Sponsor Christmas Fund-Raiser
The Christmas Traditions House has been so 

successful as a fund-raiser over the past two years that it 
will be held again this year. We thank Mr. Victor 
Schroeder of Maxwelton Highlands. Inc., for his 
generous offer to let us use the Hooks Tavern building. 
Hooks Tavern is located just east of Capon Bridge on 
Route 50, at the corner of Smokey Hollow Road.

This is a wonderful community-based activity, with 
all-volunteer labor. Last year over 45 artists, furniture- 
makers and others put their work on consignment at the 
Christmas House, and this year promises to be even 
better!

Start your Christmas shopping here, and you are likely 
to find something for everyone on your list. From 
Colonial paper dolls to hand-made braided rugs, 
artwork, weaving and knitwear, beautiful pottery and 
baskets, there is great variety to be had.

Books are of special interest. There will be a big 
selection of gently used books at exceptional prices. 
Local author and columnist, Bob Flanagan, will be 
available on Saturday, December 15, to sign his new 
book, Bits and Pieces.

Handmade furniture, including handsome footstools 
that double as storage boxes, and older “antique” 
furniture will be sold, such as an unusual five-foot tall 
plant stand found in a New York flea market. A circa 
1940’s Bassett (Virginia) dresser and old marble sink 
surround are on consignment.

Christmas decorations are featured as well. The local 
Blueberry Muffin Co., whose trademark blue and white 
hand-painted Christmas ornaments and teazel characters 
sell at Mount Vernon and Williamsburg, has made a 
special Fort Edwards ornament for 2001, as well as 
colonial teazel folk. Poinsettias and greenery decorations 
will be available, and lovely handmade ornaments are 
always a specialty.

For your sweet tooth, there will be a baked goods 
table, with donated cakes, cookies and candies. Our

chocolate decadence cake and carrot cake will be 
featured, or they may be special ordered.

Historic Hooks Tavern
Hooks Tavern is currently on the market, along with 

adjacent acreage. It is of great historic interest, with the 
oldest part of the house probably built in the 1790’s. 
There is a fine old fireplace in this back portion of the 
house. The front part of the house was built circa 1830’s 
and served as a tavern for many years. Plaster walls in 
the front room carry signatures and short notes from 
people who stayed at the tavern.

Sales will Benefit Colonial Herb Garden Project
Profits from this year’s Christmas Traditions House 

will go to the Fort Edwards Visitor Center Colonial Herb 
Garden project. This is part of the larger landscape plan 
for the Fort Edwards Visitor Center, which opened last 
June. Fort Edwards is the archaeological site of early 
settler Joseph Edwards and the French and Indian War 
era fort built there, located just north of Capon Bridge.

The herb garden will include a boxwood hedge and 
brick walkway. Eric Shanholtz has volunteered to build 
a stone retaining wall. Eric also did stone work and 
restoration at the Hooks Tavern several years ago. 
Anyone else who would like to help with this project can 
contact Julie Flanagan, Committee Chairman, at 856- 
3866.

Research is under way to select herbs that would have 
been available in Virginia in Colonial times. The Fort 
Edwards 4-H Club has helped with staking out the 
dimensions of the garden, and is considering a project 
later this year to help with the herb garden.

It is hoped that the herb garden will be a pleasant 
place to sit and relax and reflect. There is presently a 
collection being taken up to buy a bench for the garden 
in memory of Lake Henderson, an early and dedicated 
supporter of The Fort Edwards Foundation. Donations 
may be made at the Christmas House or by contacting 
Julie Flanagan.



Tea at Hooks Tavern and Tour or Moss Rock Inn
Those who enjoyed the “Tea and a Tour" at the 

Christmas Traditions House in the past will find 
something new. This year's tour will be of Moss Rock 
Inn. the home of Ken and Lora Jane Edmonds in Capon 
Bridge.

The event will take place on Sunday. December 9. A 
donation of $5.00 per person is requested, and tickets 
may be bought in advance at the Capon Bridge Library 
and at Hooks Tavern, or on the day of the tour.

Activities begin at the Christmas Traditions House at 
Hooks Tavern, with a fancy tea from 1 to 2 p.m., 
prepared by the General Federation Women's Club of 
Eastern Hampshire County. After tea. directions will be 
given to the open house at Moss Rock Inn. This is a 
charming old home in Capon Bridge, that boasts a 
“widow’s walk" and has many of its original 
furnishings. This is a rare opportunity for an inside look 
at this fine old house.

Historic Moss Rock Inn
This house is one of the most charming historic 

houses in Hampshire County. The house itself was built 
in 1854, but the property has an older history.

Built on the Caudy Property
The property that the house now sits on was 

originally part of a larger 358-acre lot that was granted 
to early settler James Caudy from Lord Fairfax, and it 
was surveyed for Caudy in 1748. James Caudy was a 
renowned Indian fighter in the mid-18,h century. He is 
Lora Edmonds’s great-great-great-great-grandfather. 
Young George Washington, at the age of sixteen, rode 
across the Caudy land while returning from his first trip 
to this area, and spent the night of April 10, 1748, in the 
Caudy home.

Samuel Cooper Builds His House in 1854
At some time, a portion of Caudy’s farm was 

subdivided and Samuel Cooper built his new house (now 
known as Moss Rock Inn) there in 1854. Samuel 
Cooper was born in 1824 and was in the mercantile 
business at Capon Bridge for fifty years. His store and 
the post office occupied the building on Route 50 that 
now houses The Flying Pig. Although self-educated, he 
made an impressive career for himself, first as a teacher, 
then as Justice, surveyor, President of the Board of 
Education for Capon District, member of the County 
Court, and Sheriff. He founded a normal school, or 
teacher’s college, in Capon Bridge. In 1866 he was 
elected to the Legislature, which was then located in 
Wheeling.

Mr. Cooper married Martha Jane Nixon. They had no 
children. He gave generously to both the Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches, and gave the land for the 
Presbyterian Church in Capon Bridge (now the Senior 
Center).

The Ward Family
Upon Martha Cooper's death in 1910. Moss Rock Inn 

was bought by a relative, Dr. John Samuel Offutt, and 
then was lived in by the Ward family. James Marion 
Ward and Anna Offutt had been married on April 25, 
1894. and moved into the house about 1912 with their 
four children. Mary Gertrude, John William Edgar, 
Winnifrcd Ross, and Odell O'Nile Offutt.

J. Marion Ward descended from Welsh Quakers, but 
he was a Methodist himself and was charge secretary of 
the local church for a time. He also ran a business in 
part of the store building near the bridge, where Samuel 
Cooper had run his business. He died at age 75. and his 
wife died several years later at age 70 in 1936.

A Slave Called Black Mary
Anna Ward’s grandfather, William Nixon, had given 

a slave to each of his children when they got married. 
“Black Mary" was Martha Cooper’s slave, and remained 
at Moss Rock Inn when the Ward family moved there. 
She lived as part of the family until her death. In her old 
age, a black family came to do housekeeping for Anna 
and help care for Anna’s sister Becky and Black Mary. 
The mother. Vinnie, was a tall thin black woman who 
had 18 children. In death, “Black Mary” remained close 
to the family she served. She is buried at Capon Chapel 
Cemetery near the Nixons and Offutts

Gertrude Ward
The year 1936 was a hard one in the Ward home. 

Anna Ward died that year. Also, the Cacapon River 
flood of 1936 was the worst in memory, and muddy 
waters rose into the first floor of the house. After her 
mother's death, daughter Gertrude ran the household and 
lived out her life in Moss Rock Inn. She was 
postmistress of Capon Bridge for 40 years until her 
retirement in 1965. She kept house, tended a cow, and 
assisted in planting an orchard behind the house. She 
also planted grapevines that still produce in the grape 
arbor. She was much involved in her church as well. 
Gertrude Ward died in 1988.

Ken and Lora Jane Cooper Edmonds
After Gertrude’s death, the house was bought by Ken 

and Lora Cooper Edmonds, who moved there from 
Richmond, VA. Lora was a cousin, so the house again 
stayed in this extended family. All of the old family 
furnishings were included and most remain in the home. 
The house is a large square plan, with high ceilings and 
large windows. A wide and gracious center hallway 
welcomes guests entering from the front or rear porches. 
The double-width stairway leads to the second floor and 
on up to the attic, with a windowed square cupola at its 
top which brings natural light into the house and adds to 
its airy feeling. Two parlors grace the front of the house. 
To the rear are the large eat-in kitchen on the right and 
the “Nixon bedroom” and bathroom on the left. The 
second floor echoes the layout with a large center 
hallway and four bedrooms and a bathroom.



From the back of the photo: "Louise and Frances Marks, black 
Boyd's children, taken in our front hall one Xmas, while they lived in 
part of the house to lake care of Aunt Becky and Mary. Before we 
moved over. Miss Mattie took picture."

Plans Begin for Hampshire’s 250"' Anniversary
Hampshire County was formed on May I, 1754. so in 

2004. we will celebrate its 250"' anniversary. A meeting 
was held on November 25, chaired by Charles Hall, to 
begin planning for this celebration.

Unfortunately there are no remaining original 
documents from that time, but we do know that two 
delegates from Hampshire County attended the 1754-55 
session of the Virginia House of Burgesses.

Nearly two dozen people attended the planning 
meeting and all were enthusiastic about the subject. It is 
hoped that every organization in the county will find a 
way to participate in the celebration. Every church, 
every school class, every volunteer, or civic organization 
should undertake something relevant to their interests to 
honor our county’s history.

It was noted that although Hampshire is the oldest 
county in West Virginia, there are only seven sites on 
the National Historic Register. This would be a good 
time to encourage people to register their historic sites. 
A cemetery registry/cleanup was another idea put 
forward.

There was discussion of design of a logo for the 250"' 
anniversary, and any ideas are welcome. Also, it was 
noted that there is no county seal, and perhaps it is time 
to design one.

Dave Pancake suggested that the Romney Visitor 
Center at Taggart Hall might be used for a special 
display of local history during 2004.

The next meeting of this planning group will take 
place on Monday, January 14, at 4 p.m. at Taggart Hall 
in Romney. Everyone who wants to help is encouraged 
to attend. A web site has been set up by Charles Hall, so 
be sure to check it out atwww.hampshire250.org.

From the back of the photo: "Black Mary, the last of Great- 
Grandfather Nixon's slaves, who was given to Great-Aunt Martha 
when she married Col. Cooper. She died after we came over here. 
This picture was taken in front of the old ice house after we moved 
here by Miss Mattie Pugh. ” Gertrude.

Moss Rock Inn in Capon Bridge

Hampshire County Historical Society 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2002

Name________________________________________

Street________________________________________

City_________________________________________

State____________________ Zip_________________

/ / $10 Individual / / $18 Couple / / $35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tours

http://www.hampshire250.org


f.' \

^ampjsljtre Count? 
^ijaftorical g>onctp
Post Office Box 549 

Augusta, WV 26704

L ARLt

<•()( A ..

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
WILL BE PAYABLE IN 
JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.
If your membership is due, please send it in. 
Thank you for your prompt attention.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov. 23-25. the weekend after Thanksgiving, HCHS will 
have a table at the Capon Bridge Fire Department 
Annual Christmas Crafts Fair. The 2001 Christmas 
ornament will be available there.
Dec. 7, Friday, 6 p.m. - Join with members to decorate 
the Hampshire County Courthouse for Christmas. 
Potluck supper.
Nov. 30 to Dec. 16, - 3rd annual Christmas Traditions 
House at Hooks Tavern, 'A mile east of Capon Bridge on 
Route 50. Open Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, and Sun. 12-4.
Dec. 9. Sunday, 1-2 p.m. - Christmas Traditions Tea 
and Tour. Begin with a fancy tea at Hooks Tavern; then 
tour Moss Rock Inn in Capon Bridge. $5.00 donation 
requested to benefit the Fort Edwards Colonial Herb 
Garden project.
Dec. 15, Saturday, 1-4 p.m. - Book signing at Hooks 
Tavern, Bob Flanagan, Bits and Pieces.

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett at 856-2623.

We Will All Remember September 11, 2001
Sometimes we see history in the making. On 

September 11, most of us saw on TV the tragic attack on 
the Twin Towers, and visions of their collapse will stay 
with us for a long time. As we entered into the war on 
terrorism, it has been heartening to see how our 
communities have come together, with flags flying and 
an enduring appreciation of America and the freedoms 
so precious to us. This is the beginning of our 21st- 
century history.

Those of us who delve into history know how 
frustrating it is to be unable to find all the details, and 
how rewarding it is to come upon a first-hand account of 
local events during the French and Indian War or the 
Civil War. Give some thought to beginning a journal or 
scrapbook now to document the events in your life and 
in Hampshire County that are colored by this current 
war. Your grandchildren will thank you one day!


