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MOSS ROCK INN CHOSEN FOR 2002 CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT

This year’s Christmas ornament will feature the 
lovely old home of Ken and Lora Edmonds, a landmark 
in Capon Bridge. This charming house is built on a 
square plan with a wide central hallway. The most 
distinctive features are the broad front porch and the 
windowed square cupola at the top that brings light into 
the house, and is reminiscent of a widow’s walk.

The house sits on the south side of what is now Route 
50, across Dillons Run, with a large gated lawn. In one 
comer of the lawn is a huge boulder, moss-covered, 
from which the House took its name. In its days as an 
“inn,” travelers were fed here. Most of its existence, 
however, it has been a private home.

The land that the house sits on originally was part of 
a 358-acre grant to James Caudy, the Indian fighter, 
from Lord Fairfax. Caudy was Lora Edmonds’ great- 
great-great-great-grandfather.

Samuel Cooper build built his house there in 1854. 
Samuel had been bom in 1824 and was in the mercantile 
business at Capon Bridge for fifty years. His store and 
the post office occupied the building on Route 50 that 
now houses The Flying Pig.

Although self-educated, he made an impressive 
career for himself. At various times, he was a teacher, 
Justice, surveyor, member of the County Court, and 
Sheriff. He was president of the Board of Education for 
Capon District, and founded a normal school, or 
teacher’s college, in Capon Bridge. In 1866 he was 
elected to the Legislature, which was then located in 
Wheeling.

Mr. Cooper married Martha Jane Nixon. They had 
no children. After the death of Samuel and Martha 
Cooper, the house passed through various relatives, and 
has remained in the family all these years. In 1936, the 
house became the property of Gertrude Ward, who lived 
out her life there. She was postmistress at Capon Bridge 
for 40 years, until her retirement in 1965. She enjoyed 
gardening and was much involved in her church. 
Gertrude Ward died in 1988.

After Gertrude’s death, the house was bought by Ken 
and Lora Cooper Edmonds, who moved there from 
Richmond, VA. Lora was a cousin of Gertrude’s, so the 
house once again stayed in this extended family. All of 
the old family furnishings were included and most 
remain in the home. You can read more about the house 
in the Fourth Quarter 2001 HCHS Newsletter.

Once again, the artist for the Christmas Ornament is 
Janet Harlow. Janet is a multi-talented local artist who 
lives in Augusta with husband Bill. She is very active in 
the Hampshire County Arts Council, Lost River Arts 
Cooperative, and can often be seen at the Potomac Eagle 
Train Gift Shop in Romney. She is a founding member 
of Artisans for Fort Edwards, and is a docent there.

This year’s Christmas ornament will be the sixteenth 
in the series produced for the Hampshire County 
Historical Society. The ornaments will be available 
beginning the 4th of July.

Moss Rock Inn is the featured house on this year's Historical 
Society Ornament. The drawing is by Janet Harlow.



Hampshire County Held Civil War Weekend
In a time-honored tradition, the Confederate 

Memorial Holiday was observed in Hampshire County 
on June 1“ this year.

Although Hampshire County was nominally in a 
Northern State during the Civil War, many residents had 
always sided with the South, and many sons honorably 
enlisted in the Confederate Army. At the close of the 
war, each side honored their fallen soldiers and awarded 
pensions to the survivors. But our Hampshire County 
Confederate soldiers were ignored by both sides, and 
received neither honor nor pensions. That is why we 
make a special effort to remember them today, in respect 
for having the courage of their beliefs in a dangerous and 
difficult time.

This year, from May 27th through June 1st, activities 
included the countywide decoration of Civil War 
veterans’ graves. The Hampshire County Historical 
Society, along with churches and members of the 
community, sponsored the placement of flags in 
cemeteries throughout the countryside.

Activities for June 1st began at 8:30 a.m. with a 
memorial service by the 13th Va. Vol. Infantry, Co. K, 
Hampshire Guards, at Christian Church and Cemetery 
just off Route 259 at High View, WV.

The re-enactment group, which portrayed actual 
companies that fought for the county during the civil 
War, placed flowers and flags on the graves of honored 
veterans. The public’was invited to attend.

Members of the Hampshire Guards and the historical 
society, and other interested individuals traveled to the 
Quaker Cemetery which is located two miles west of 
Capon Bridge on Dillons Run Road. George Slonaker, 
who was a one-hundred-year-old cobbler and the last 
surviving Civil War veteran in the county, is buried in 
this cemetery.

At 9:30 the group journeyed to Augusta to visit Mt. 
Zion Church on Ford Hill Road. They also visited 
Hott’s Chapel on Grassy Lick Road. The Grassy Lick 
Militia was organized in this area, serving a year, and 
then disbanding to join the regular Confederate Army.

The next stop for the Thirteenth Virginia Volunteer 
Infantry was outside Romney at Ebenezer Church near 
the Mayhew car dealership.

At 1:15 p.m. the group gathered at Taggart Hall, 
Romney, WV, to hear guest speaker, Robert Wolford of 
Points, discuss Romney’s historic structures during the 
Civil War. Mr. Wolford grew up in Hampshire County, 
attended the local school, and then served in the armed 
forces. He is a graduate of Shepherd College, and he 
also obtained a Master of Arts in Social Science from 
California University of Pennsylvania. He taught at 
Potomac State College and served as Hampshire County 
planner. Rob is an active member of the Fort Mill Ridge 
Foundation and an excellent historian.

The Hampshire Guards marched from the Courthouse 
to Indian Mound Cemetery for the annual decoration of 
the Confederate Monument, where they entwined a large 
handcrafted garland around it. The honor roll was read 
and a military salute fired, continuing a tradition begun 
in 1866.

A covered dish supper was held on the grounds of 
Capon Chapel Church, near Capon Bridge, WV. 
Everyone brought a dish and ate with the Hampshire 
guards.

A Civil War encampment was portrayed by the re
enactors throughout the evening for visitors to enjoy. At 
7:30 p.m. an outdoor luminary service was held to 
recognize soldiers buried at Capon Chapel. Historical 
artwork and handmade quilts were displayed in the 
church. This service concluded the weekend event.

The Confederate flag and a luminary decorate the Pugh 
monument during Confederate Memorial Day activities.

Coca-Cola Bottling Plant Museum Closed
It is with real sadness that we report the closing of 

this Romney Museum. We thank Mike Smith and his 
family for sharing with the community their wonderful 
collection of Coca-Cola memorabilia while the museum 
was open. It was truly a labor of love for them, and it 
enriched our community.

The building belongs to the Loy Foundation, so it 
will no doubt find another suitable use. Thanks again, 
Mike.

“Scouting the Flanks” Print for Sale
Civil War buffs will be delighted with the wonderful 

new painting showing John Hanson McNeill, 
Confederate Partisan Ranger, depicted at Romney, 
Western Virginia, on June 14th, 1863. The painting is 
done by renowned local artist Jim Lancia, and prints 
from the painting will be on sale.

In the South Branch of the Potomac River valley, the 
name McNeill’s Rangers is synonymous with daring, 
bravery and courage. This unit of partisans fought the 
Civil War on the periphery of other major operations in 
an effort to draw vital resources from the major theaters



of operations and weaken larger Federal armies. The 
leader of this daring company of fighters was John 
Hanson McNeill. Throughout the war, his son Jesse, as 
first lieutenant, accompanied the elder McNeill.

Following the spectacular Confederate victory at 
Chancellorsville, Virginia, in May 1863, Confederate 
fortunes seemed to favor another attempt by the Army of 
Northern Virginia to invade the North. In preparation 
for this bold gamble, General Robert E. Lee directed 
General Imboden and the Northwestern Brigade then in 
Rockingham County, Virginia, to move through Hardy 
and Hampshire Counties to disrupt Federal forces then 
occupying the region and to cover Lee’s left flank as it 
moved toward Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

On June 14th, 1863, Imboden arrived at Romney and 
detailed McNeill’s Rangers Independent Cavalry to 
scout and secure the Northwestern Turnpike from 
Romney, Western Virginia, to Winchester, Virginia. 
The near legendary Captain John Hanson McNeill of 
Hardy County led the Rangers. Starting out in the late 
morning hours, the Rangers paused to rest their horses at 
Hanging Rock Gap fourteen miles east of Romney. In 
the sultry afternoon air, the din of a running cavalry 
battle approached the Confederate troopers from the 
direction of Romney. To their amazement twenty-five 
union cavalrymen came charging down the pike pursued 
by two companies of the 18th Virginia Cavalry. The 
blue-clad troopers found themselves in the pincers of 
three seasoned outfits. Leaving the pike, the Yankees 
abandoned their horses and fled on foot. McNeill’s men 
captured the prized mounts and turned them over to their 
southern brethren for Imboden’s command and 
proceeded on to Winchester.

Lancia’s painting depicts McNeill on that morning, 
with a marvelous view of the 1863 Romney town in the 
background.

Jim Lancia. Military Artist
The artist, James Lancia, is a well established 

military artist of international reputation. His works can 
be found at West Point Military Academy, NY; Polish 
Military Museum, Baltimore, MD; Taggart Hall 
Museum, Romney, WV; Fort Edwards Visitors Center, 
Capon Bridge, WV; and many galleries in the United 
States and Europe. James has also served as the artist in 
residence at the Horse Cavalry Museum, Avon, CT.

A former Connecticut State Trooper and Bridgeport 
City Police officer, James has made his home here in 
North River Mills for the past few years. He has a true 
gift for capturing the heroic actions of soldiers in combat 
and on campaign. His oils are currently capturing local 
military movements that occurred in the environs of 
Hampshire County and the Potomac Valley. In the past, 
James has also captured the conflict in his paintings of 
Berdans Sharpshooters and numerous Zouave Units. 
James is currently in the research phase of his next 
project, the mortal engagement of Richard Ashby at the

mouth of Dan’s Run near Kelley’s Island and Green 
Spring, WV.

Sale of Print to Benefit Sons of Confederate Veterans
The sale of the McNeill print will benefit Hampshire 

Camp #284 Sons of Confederate Veterans. This group 
has a memorandum of understanding with the Fort Mill 
Ridge Foundation for benevolence toward the 
Foundation’s cause.

The print is now being pre-sold and should be 
available by August 15th and will be sold during Heritage 
Days. It is a limited edition of 500. The original is 
available for viewing at the office of Royce Saville at 95 
West Main Street, Romney, WV.

The print will be available from Andy Herbaugh or 
Rob Wolford. Rob Wolford can be reached at (304) 
492-5790 or PO Box 25, Romney, WV 26757. Andy 
Herbaugh can be reached at (304) 496-8739 or PO Box 
290, Augusta, WV 26704. The prints can be ordered at 
the pre-sale price of $106.00 from now until August 15th. 
After that date, the price jumps to $132.00. Tax is 
included in both prices.

This print from Jim Lancia's painting will be on sale to benefit 
Hampshire Camp #284 Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Note the buildings in the background represent 
the town of Romney, WV, in 1763.
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WELL BE PAYABLE IN 
JANUARY OF EACH YEAR 
If your membership is due, please send it in. 
Thank you for your prompt attention.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 13, Saturday. 10 to 2. A braided rug-making 
demonstration by Julie Flanagan, at the Fort Edwards 
Visitor Center.
August 10, Saturday, 10 to 2 Old-fashioned basket
making demonstration by Janet Harlow, at the Fort 
Edwards Visitor Center.
September 7-8, Saturdav-Sundav. Hampshire Heritage 
Days.
September 7. Saturday, Romney House Tour. Keller 
House, Blue House and Valley View. (Ticket required; 
more details in the next HCHS newsletter).
September 7. Saturday. Open House at Fort Edwards 
in Capon Bridge.
September 8. Sunday. Bloomery House Tour, to be 
sponsored by the Bloomery CEOS Club. (Ticket 
required; more details in the next HCHS newsletter).

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett at 856-2623.

Genealogy Inquiry
Seeking information about Hampshire resident 

Samuel Worthington Barrett, 1852-1931; and/or 
William Scott Barrett, Quaker, innkeeper in 
Augusta, WV, during the Civil War. If you have 
information, please contact Margie Shrewsbury, 
by e-mail at cwsme2@yahoo.com.

mailto:cwsme2@yahoo.com

