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2002 NEWSLETTER FOURTH QUARTER

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CAPON BRIDGE - A NEW MUSEUM IS COMING!

What a wonderful birthday gift for the town of Capon 
Bridge! The Capon Bridge Library Board has 
announced its intention of converting the old library 
building, formerly a dentist’s office, into a Museum 
honoring the Town of Capon Bridge. It is planned to 
open in mid-2004, as part of the Hampshire County 250th 
anniversary celebration.

A Short History of the Library
The small 16’ by 33’ building sits on the current 

library property on U.S. Route 50, in front of and 
slightly to the west of the new library. It was originally 
the office of Dr. Gardner, a local dentist, whose home sat 
where the new library currently is located. In 1969, Dr. 
Gardner’s small office building became home to the first 
library building in Capon Bridge. However, even prior 
to that, there was a small “library” shelf operating out of 
the Wolford Store (now the Flying Pig, on U.S. Route 
50, at the west end of the bridge). Mrs. Barbara 
Sirbaugh remembers making weekly trips to the Romney 
Library to bring back books for the library shelf at 
Wolford’s Store, and returning the previous week’s 
loans.

By the 1980’s the library had outgrown the small 
dentist’s office, and was moved to another very old 
building located next to the Rescue Squad, at the east 
end of town. Unfortunately, this building was so old that 
within a few years, it was declared unsafe. The library 
was then temporarily moved into the Rescue Squad 
building, while the new library was under construction. 
This new library was opened in 1996, providing a 
handsome home for the large collection of books. It was 
later dedicated to honor Susan Duff, a noted Hampshire 
County educator who was instrumental in establishing 
the library many years ago.

Unfortunately in the floods of 1996, many boxes of 
books were lost when flood waters filled the basement. 
Corrective work was done, and the basement is now 
usable space, and hosts the weekly children’s storytime 
group, and other community uses.

In 1998, a special ceremony was held at the library to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the first visit of

George Washington to Capon Bridge, at age 16. A 
commemorative survey marker was set in the front lawn 
of the library by the West Virginia and the Virginia 
Surveyors Associations.

The fine new library soon was filled to capacity 
and became the focal point of many activities in the 
community. The Library Board then found funding to 
add a wing at the north side of the building to be used as 
a community activity room. The addition was dedicated 
in 2001 and was soon in frequent use.

The Museum Plan
Once the library moved out of Dr. Gardner’s dentist 

office, the building had several miscellaneous uses, but it 
fell slowly into disrepair. In the 1990’s the Capon 
Bridge Ruritan Club took on the task of repairing and 
painting the exterior of the building, using what are 
believed to be the original colors, a tawny yellow with 
green trim.

At one time there was talk of using the old building 
as a genealogy room for the library, but on full 
consideration this was not deemed to be a practical use, 
as it would require additional library staffing. Recently, 
the Library Board began making plans to convert the 
building into a Museum of the Town of Capon Bridge. 
Exhibits will be encased, and entry will be controlled by 
key from the librarian as needed.

The new Museum of the Town of Capon Bridge will be 
housed in the old Dr. Gardner dentist office, on U.S. Route 50, owned 

by the Capon Bridge Library Board.



Since the year 2002 is the 100th anniversary of the 
incorporation of the town of Capon Bridge (though the 
community dates back to the I730’s), the Library Board 
thought it was an appropriate time to begin work on the 
museum, as a birthday gift to the community. They will 
be seeking a combination of donations and grants to 
accomplish the task.

Phase 1, the exterior, has already been completed by 
the Capon Bridge Ruritan Club. Phase 2 will involve 
rehabilitation of the interior, heating and air- 
conditioning, repair to walls and floors, and installation 
of handrails and a ramp on the exterior. This work 
should begin in Spring 2003.

Phase 3 involves converting the space into a suitable 
museum environment. This includes construction and 
installation of display cases and appropriate lighting.

Phase 4 is the development and installation of the 
museum displays, which will be sponsored by the 
Hampshire County Historical Society. Display boards, 
drawings, photographs, and collected items will tell the 
story of the settlement from the 18th century to the 
present day.

Members of the community are invited to participate 
by giving cash donations or by providing old photos to 
be copied, or interesting old items of cultural history 
related to the town. Mrs. Lora Jane Cooper Edmonds 
has offered to donate the brass scales from the original 
post office, which was operated for many years by 
members of her family.

The current ambitious plan is to open the museum in 
2004, as part of another birthday celebration, the 250th 
anniversary of Hampshire County.

Watch the Hampshire Review and this newsletter for 
progress reports. If you have photos or items of interest, 
contact Brenda Hiett (856-2623) or Roberta Munske 
(856-3019). If you wish to donate, use the enclosed 
membership/donation form. All donors will be 
recognized on a plaque to be installed in the museum.

Christmas Traditions House at Hooks Tavern
This delightful fund-raiser was held again for the 

fourth year, sponsored by the Hampshire County 
Historical Society, with profits to benefit The Fort 
Edwards Foundation.

Hooks Tavern in Capon Bridge was again our 
location, courtesy of Mr. Victor Schroeder of 
Maxwelton Highlands, Inc. This charming historic 
tavern welcomed over thirty local artists and artisans, 
selling their work for the Christmas season.

After being postponed twice by bad weather, Mrs. 
Mary O’Malley, music teacher at Capon Bridge 
Elementary and Middle Schools, brought some of her 
students to provide old-fashioned Christmas caroling at 
Hooks Tavern on the Friday before Christmas. All those 
present enjoyed the lovely voices and the caroling 
tradition.

Of special interest this year was the large number of 
items with a local historical theme. Artist Traci Watson 
brought several watercolors of Hooks Tavern, one of the 
United Methodist Church in Capon Bridge, and of the 
buffalo at the Bealer Farm. Her partner, James Daniel, 
has made greeting cards from several of these paintings.

Photographer Larry Masters, who is also the Yellow 
Spring postman, had stunning color photographs of the 
Cacapon River and the old Yellow Spring Mill. JoAnn 
Tooley, whose photos have previously been shown at the 
Capon Bridge Library, uses black and white 
photography to capture hauntingly simple scenes of local 
places, including the church in North River Mills.

Lynne Goleman uses her color photography to create 
lovely greeting cards, which include scenes of Hooks 
Tavern and other local spots.

If you missed the Christmas Traditions House, you 
can still see some of these items at the Capon Bridge 
Library during the month of January.

Traci Watson watercolors of Capon Bridge 
United Methodist Church and Hooks Tavern.

Photos and greeting cords highlight local scenes; these will be on 
view and for sale at the Capon Bridge Library during January.



Hampshire Cemetery Inventory
Wayne McGahuey of the Capon Bridge Ruritan Club 

has been hard at work creating an inventory of 
cemeteries in Hampshire County, with an emphasis on 
the small “lost” ones. He currently has over 250 listed, 
and has personally visited over half of these.

On Saturday morning, December 14, he was at the 
Capon Bridge Library to discuss his project and show 
off his web site. A large group of interested people 
attended.

This project is one of several underway in preparation 
for our celebration of Hampshire County’s 250lh 
Anniversary in 2004. Wayne aims to have completed 
his inventory by then. He is looking to the public to help 
him find all these small cemeteries and get access to 
them in order to include the names in his inventory.

You can check his progress online at his web site at 
http://members.citynet.net/rwayne/hampco/index.htm. 
Please note that this is a change of address from that 
previously published in this newsletter.

National Register of Historic Places
For a county with such a long and interesting history, 

Hampshire has remarkably few places named on the 
National Register - only about a half dozen! One of the 
Hampshire 250 Committee goals is to increase 
awareness of this program and to encourage residents to 
consider whether their property might be appropriate for 
this honor.

In order to do this, plans are being made to hold a 
one-day workshop on what the National Register is and 
on how to apply. We hope to have experts on hand to 
explain the process and help owners understand and fill 
out the paperwork required for registration.

The workshop will be scheduled for late spring or 
early summer of 2003. Anyone interested may contact 
Roberta Munske, 856-3019.

Romney Christmas House Tour a Grand Success
Congratulations to the General Federation Woman’s 

Club (GFWC) of Romney for a splendid house tour in 
December. The houses included a full range of age and 
style, but all were interesting and beautifully decorated 
for the holiday season.

The homes cover a good span of history, including 
Valley View Farm house (1855); the old Methodist 
District Parsonage, now the Long home (built between 
1868 and 1882); and the Presidential Suite in the 
Administration Building of the West Virginia Schools 
for the Deaf and Blind. Later homes included the Keller 
House (1906), the Morgret home (1926), the Barbe 
home (1930 era), the Shanholtz home (1991) and 
Bowman home (1997).

These newer homes especially remind us that what 
we build today will become tomorrow’s history, and 
thoughtful design and architecture will provide a lasting 
heritage of fine homes in Hampshire County. The older

homes also serve as a reminder that these heritage sites 
only endure with careful upkeep and maintenance over 
many years. It is a sad fact that many of our historic 
buildings are falling into ruin, so it is a special pleasure 
to see these fine old homes that have been lovingly cared 
for.

The profits from the house tour will be used by the 
GFWC for other projects of benefit to the community, so 
there is a double benefit to the activity. It has been 
twenty years since the GFWC has sponsored a tour of 
local homes, and we hope that the success of this event 
will lead to more frequent house tours.

In September 2002, there were house tours in 
Romney and Bloomery, sponsored by the Heritage Days 
committee and the Bloomery CEOS Club. For Heritage 
Days 2003, the Cacapon CEOS Club is planning a house 
tour of the Yellow Spring area in the southeast area of 
the county.

Thanks to all who open their homes to share our local 
heritage. Perhaps such experiences will make us all 
more mindful of how others see our homes and our 
communities, and instill a new pride in our everyday 
surroundings.

Contacts:
Bob Smith, HCHS President 496-7018
Paula Nesmith, HCHS Vice President 856-3260
Alanna McGuinn, HCHS Secretary 856-3805
Brenda Hiett, HCHS Treasurer 856-2623
Roberta Munske, Newsletter and 

Hampshire 250 Committee Coordinator 856-3019 
Wayne McGahuey, Cemeteries 856-3274

Hampshire County Historical Society 
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704 

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2003

Name_________________________________________

Street_________________________________________

City___________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_________________
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Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tours 

* * * * * * *

MUSEUM OF THE TOWN OF CAPON BRIDGE

Enclosed is a donation of $_________ for use on this
project.

http://members.citynet.net/rwayne/hampco/index.htm

