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HAPPY 250th BIRTHDAY, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY!

We're celebrating this year! Put May 1 on your 
calendar and come to the Courthouse for a very special 
ceremony declaring that day Hampshire County Day.

The Romney Rotary Club is the official sponsor of 
the day, and is arranging an impressive public ceremony 
on the morning of May 1, 2004, followed by a luncheon 
at the Bottling Works. Luncheon tickets are $17.50 
each, and are available at the Taggart Hall Visitors 
Center, Anderson’s Comer, and Mayhew Chevrolet in 
Romney, or Green Flag Graphics in Capon Bridge. To 
reserve a table, call Janet Harlow at (304)822-7221.

Hampshire County was carved out of old Frederick 
County. The town of Winchester (previously known as 
Frederick Town) was established in 1752 and was the 
Frederick County' seat for a vast territory' stretching far 
to the west. Settlers had pushed westward in old 
Virginia, and into the Allegheny Mountains which is 
now West Virginia.

As settlement increased in this frontier backcountry of 
Lord Fairfax’s Northern Neck Proprietary, lands were 
surveyed and properties were conveyed by grant. It was 
a long trek from the South Branch to Winchester, and it 
came to be recognized that Old Frederick County was 
just too large for convenient and effective government.

In 1753, the Virginia Legislature in Williamsburg 
took steps to create a new county on the frontier. To do 
this, they first took all of the Northern Neck property 
lying in Augusta County, and annexed it to Frederick 
County; then immediately divided Frederick into two 
counties, Frederick and Hampshire.

Hampshire at that time included Hardy, Grant, 
Mineral and part of Morgan Counties.

It appears that the legislation was read into the Legis
lative Books in November 1753, and then was voted on 
in December 1753. The effective date was to be May 1, 
1754.

At that time, the church - the Church of England, that 
is - was an integral part of the system of governance, 
even though other religions were clearly tolerated in the 
colony. Therefore the legislation also included language 
creating a new Parish of Hampshire, to be effective on 1 
May 1756.

The devastating French and Indian War, which struck 
this area worst in 1755-56, almost depopulated the 
county. But following the war, peace drew the settlers 
back to this frontier and settlement increased.

Later, in 1786, Hardy County was created out of the 
southern portion of Hampshire, and then in 1820, 
Morgan County was formed from a northern tip of 
Hampshire County and part of Berkeley County. In 
1866, in the wake of the Civil War, Mineral County was 
created from the western portion of Hampshire County, 
and Hardy County was split in two to form Hardy and 
Grant Counties. Grant County was named after General 
Ulysses S. Grant, and rewarded the populace of that area 
for supporting the Union during the war.

In 1863, West Virginia was formed, with Hampshire 
County being the oldest county in this new state.

This year, 2004, we are celebrating the 250lh anniver
sary of the formation of the county. Many activities are 
planned throughout the year (see enclosed Calendar of 
Events). Be sure to join in the fun and make this a year 
to remember.

Hampshire County was taken from Frederick Co. and was the first county in what 
became West Virginia. In 1786 Hardy Co was formed. In 1820 Morgan Co was fonncd. 
In 1866 Mineral and Grant counties were formed and Hampshire became its present size
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Sponsors Needed - Support the Celebration
The Hampshire250 Committee has been hard at work 

planning events to make this a real celebration. Also a 
part of their plan is to leave some lasting mementos for 
the future. Among these are

New Welcome Signs on Route 50 and 29 North. 
Replace or restore Roadside History Markers. 
Create a new memorial to colonial soldiers. 
Publish a commemorative book, Hampshire 
County, WV, 1754-2004.
Create an archive of heritage music from 
Hampshire County.
Create a photo archive of pictures from the past. 
Publish maps showing the locations and pictures 
of the old one- and two-room schools and the 
old churches in the county.
Beautification projects.

To accomplish all this, we need citizens and businesses 
to step forward and generously sponsor the Hampshire- 
250 programs.

A Sponsor Campaign is underway to raise $40,000. 
If you care about the past and future of our county, 
please participate. Call Janet Harlow at Taggart Hall 
(822-7221) for more information, or make your check to 
HCCVB, and send it to:

HCCVB/H250 Sponsor Campaign 
91 S. High Street, Romney, WV 26757.

National Register of Historic Places
In October 2003, the GFWC of Romney sponsored a 

series of workshops about the National Register of 
Historic Places. There are only a few places in Hamp
shire County on the Register:

Sloan-Parker House (The Old Stone House) 
Literary Hall
Wilson-Wodrow-Mytinger House 
Kuykendahll Polygonal Barn (now collapsed) 
Sycamore Dale 
Scanlon Farm/Log House

One of the Hampshire250 Committee goals is to increase 
awareness of this program and to encourage owners to 
consider whether their property might be appropriate for 
this honor. There are now several applications in the 
works.

If you are interested in the process for listing your 
home or other historic site, or need forms, contact 
Roberta Munske, (304) 856-3019, or write to National 
Register Coordinator, Alan Rowe, WV SHPO, The 
Cultural Center, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, 
WV 25305-0300.

Capon Bridge Museum
Thanks to Delegate Jerry Mezzatesta for a $5,000 

grant to help with this new museum, due to open in 
September 2004. The old Dr. Gardner Dentist Office 
will become a community museum. Plaster repair work

is done, and the floors are being refinished. Heat and 
air-conditioning will be installed.

The permanent exhibit will be about “Life in the 
Cacapon Valley,” reflecting the area served by the 
Capon Bridge Library, which owns the building.

The Library Board is looking for donations of old 
photographs or items of historic interest to include in the 
exhibit. Call Barbara Sirbaugh, Board President, (304) 
856-2661, for more information.

Ken and Lora Cooper Edmonds and their family have 
been very generous in providing many items for the 
museum from the old Cooper home, Moss Rock Inn, in 
Capon Bridge. These include the old Post Office 
window, scales and memorabilia; medical books, bag, 
and instruments from Dr. Offutt; and other items and 
photographs representative of life in 19th century Capon 
Bridge.

The Loy Center in Romney: Sign of a Renaissance?
Plans are also progressing well for the old Romney 

Coca-Cola Bottling Plant in Romney, which will have a 
new life as the Loy Cultural Center, including a 
museum.

The past decade has seen what might be a historic 
renaissance for Hampshire County, with formation of the 
Arts Council (celebrating its 10th anniversary this year), 
the South Branch Artisans, Ice Mountain Writers, Fort 
Mill Ridge, Taggart Hall Civil War Museum, Fort 
Edwards Visitor Center, Artisans for Fort Edwards, and 
now the Capon Bridge Museum and the Loy Cultural 
Center.

The phenomenal growth of the county in the past 
decade is certainly bringing newcomers to the area. It is 
heartening that many of these new neighbors are 
interested in the history and rich heritage of Hampshire 
County.

While we embrace the “new,” we don’t want to lose 
the “old” of Hampshire’s past, either. That is w'hy these 
new museums and groups are encouraging.

Portrait of Dr. Offutt, his medical bag and books, donated by the 
Edmonds family for the Capon Bridge Museum.



New Welcome Sign

New Hampshire County Book Available Soon
The book, Hampshire County, West Virginia, 1754- 

2004, is a compilation of 94 chapters about all aspects of 
history and life in this, the oldest county in West 
Virginia. It is edited by Roberta Munske and Wilmer 
Kerns. The distinguished group of authors includes 
Willard Wirtz, George Constantz, Judge Donald 
Cookman, Terry Gruber, Rob Wolford, Bob Flanagan, 
Dan Oates, Brenda Riffle, John Pancake, Virginia Pan
cake, Michael O’Brien, Charles See, Jane Ailes, and 
many others, each an authority on their subject.

The book includes an extensive index of hundreds of 
Hampshire County names.

Book Order Form

Make check to HCCVB and mail to 
Roberta Munske, Editor 
HC 64, Box 39 
Yellow Spring, WV 26865

I would like to order Hampshire County, West Virginia, 
1754-2004, which will be published in April 2004.

Name______________________ ___________
Phone______________
Address__________________________________

Phone_________________

_____copy(s) @ $29.95 $___________
6% tax for WV residents $___________
Add $4.00 shipping and handling $___________
per book if you wish it to be mailed to you. If you prefer 
to pick up your book(s) at the Taggart Hall Visitor 
Center, you will be notified when they are available.

Total Enclosed $___________

The book will be hardbound, over 250 pages, with 52 
photographs, and will sell for $29.95. It will be avail
able in April 2004 at the Taggart Hall Visitor Center in 
Romney, and other locations. Advance orders may be 
placed using the order form below.

Special Limited Edition
In addition to the regular edition of the anniversary 

book Hampshire County, West Virginia, 1754-2004, 
arrangements are being made with Mount Pleasant 
Bookbinders for a very special limited numbered edition 
of 30 copies for serious book collectors or connoisseurs.

Mount Pleasant Bookbinders is an old family book
binder located in Hampshire County that does specialty 
hand binding and repair of books using old methods and 
tools. This limited edition will be quarter-bound in 
leather, gold-embossed, with a matching slipcase. You 
may have your own name embossed on the cover of the 
book if you wish.

The Limited Edition books will sell at $200.00. For 
more information or to order, call Roberta Munske, 
(304) 856-3019.

Contacts:
Bob Smith, HCHS President (304)496-7018
Paula Nesmith, HCHS Vice President 856-3260
Alanna McGuinn, HCHS Secretary 856-3805
Brenda Hiett, HCHS Treasurer 856-2623
Roberta Munske, Newsletter and 
Hampshire 250 Committee Coordinator 856-3019

Hampshire County Historical Society 
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2004

Name___________________________________

Street____________________________

City_______________________ ______ ______ _

State____________________ Zip__________________

C7 $10 Individual CJ $18 Couple Cl $35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tows

*******

MUSEUM OF THE TOWN OF CAPON BRIDGE

Enclosed is a donation of $_________ for use on this
project.

J


